
LOCAL NEWS
These Massachusetts restaurants awarded funding to help address food 
insecurity

by: Ashley Shook, Kristina D'Amours
Posted: Sep 30, 2025 / 04:15 PM EDT
Updated: Oct 1, 2025 / 01:14 PM EDT

CHICOPEE, Mass. (WWLP) – MassDevelopment has awarded $900,000 in grants to 31 independent restaurants across Massachusetts to help 

address food insecurity.

The Food Insecurity Grant Program for Independent Restaurants provides funding for these establishments to prepare and supply meals to 

nonprofit meal distributors, including food banks, pantries, senior centers, schools, and emergency food distribution centers.

Report on MassDEP commercial food waste ban signifies economic growth

“The benefits of the Food Insecurity Grant Program for Independent Restaurants are two-fold, strengthening our local restaurants and 

food-service supply chains while at the same time enhancing access to high-quality prepared meals and food products for those facing 

food insecurity in Massachusetts,” said Economic Development Secretary Eric Paley.

“Massachusetts is fortunate to be home to many local restaurants that create jobs and vibrancy in our communities, and this program is creating 

a new source of revenue to help them stay competitive while also seeking to address food insecurity statewide,” said MassDevelopment 

President and CEO Navjeet Bal.

The need for creative, community-based solutions is clear. The program not only supports the financial health of independent restaurants and 

their employees but also ensures families receive nutritious meals.

“By providing financial support to local restaurants, while simultaneously increasing access to healthy meals for people facing food insecurity, 

this program is truly a win-win,” said Franklin County Community Development Corporation Program Manager Hannah Sobel.

MassDevelopment contracted with Local Enterprise Assistance Fund and Franklin County Community Development Corporation to 

administer the grants and work with the restaurants to collect, deliver, and distribute the food.

The program was originally created by the former Mass Growth Capital Corporation, which merged with MassDevelopment in February 2025.

A total of 31 restaurants received grants ranging from $7,000 to $45,000 to prepare and supply food to be delivered at no cost to various 

nonprofit organizations supporting individuals and families in need.

The full list of awarded projects includes notable recipients such as Fresh Food Generation and Merengue in Boston, each receiving $45,000, and 

Hillside Pizza in Bernardston, receiving $11,900.
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“Massachusetts is fortunate to be home to many local restaurants that create jobs and vibrancy in our communities, and this program is

creating a new source of revenue to help them stay competitive while also seeking to address food insecurity statewide,” said

MassDevelopment President and CEO Navjeet Bal.

Full list of awarded projects:

Liliʼs Restaurant (Amherst) – $7,560

Hillside Pizza (Bernardston) – $11,900

Fresh Food Generation (Boston) – $45,000

Merengue (Boston) – $45,000

Italian Kitchen (Brockton) – $45,000

Luanda Restaurant & Event Space (Brockton) – $45,000 

Ponde Juancho (Chelsea) – $45,000

Milanoʼs (Chicopee) – $34,560

Simple Man Saloon (Clinton) – $34,500

Two Sisters Catering (Dartmouth) – $45,000

Lenziʼs Catering (Dracut) – $45,000

Chair City Diner (Gardner) – $33,750

Mesa Verde (Greenfield) – $21,980

Pulse Café (Hadley) – $8,400

Wildwood BBQ (Hadley) – $7,000

Boathouse Bistro (Hingham) – $45,000

Hamelʼs (Holyoke) – $33,653

Salvatoreʼs River Walk (Lawrence) – $45,000

Polish American Citizens Club (Ludlow) – $25,600 

Vanished Valley Brewing Co. (Ludlow) – $9,000 

Bigg Daddyʼs (North Adams) – $34,200

Uya Poke Bowl (Northampton) – $15,108

La Veracruzana (Northampton) – $19,500

BBʼs Hot Spot (Pittsfield) – $11,420  

Marieʼs North Street Eatery (Pittsfield) – $13,000
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