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By MADISON SCHOFIELD
Staff Writer

ORANGE — Jumping out of a plane may sound
terrifying to some, but for others it’s a thrill, espe-
cially when their landing makes a splash.

The Orange, Turners Falls and Phillipston Fire
departments held a joint training session on Fri-
day to practice rescuing Jumptown parachutists
from Lake Mattawa.

“It’s essential that skydivers and public safety
have an understanding of what each other’s capa-
bilities are and what’s expected in case the unex-
pected happens,” Orange Fire Lt. Jason Rushford
explained. “We don’t have a lot of responses to
Jumptown, but these training opportunities give a
chance for some cooperation and just working to-
gether in case an emergency does happen.”

Jumptown Manager Casey LaRue said the sky-
diving facility and the Orange Fire Department
hold intentional water landing trainings about
once a year, depending on schedules and the
weather. On Friday morning, they were able to
train with three departments and six jumpers who
dove out of a plane from 5,000 feet above the lake.

“We do this as a joint effort to make sure that
our emergency services are ready in case we wind
up over here. We usually try not to land here, but
in order to give us some practice, we take some of
our licensed jumpers,” LaRue said. “It helps us all
stay on the same page on the off chance one of us
does end up in the water.”

Rushford added that Orange also likes to invite
neighboring departments to participate in the
training, so in the event of an emergency, when an
Orange crew is unavailable, another department

can come to the rescue.
Turners Falls Fire Captain Trisha Dana said

this year was the first time her department was in-
vited and she was impressed with how smoothly
the training went.

“There was a little bit of an intensity with it, but
then as they were coming down, they were so con-
trolled,” Dana said of the parachutists. “They
knew what they were doing.”

Landing in water requires a bit more prepara-
tion than a regular jump, according to Trevor
Stacy, a member of Jumptown. Skydivers need to
be aware of the various lines attached to them, in-
cluding reserve lines, control lines, etc., which en-
able jumpers to open their parachutes and direct
their movements.

Firefighters partner with Jumptown to practice water rescues at Lake Mattawa
MAKING THE JUMP

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Mika Nizinski of Jumptown lands in Lake Mattawa near the Orange Fire Department rescue boat during a joint exercise with local firefighters who
were practicing water rescues on Friday.

By ANTHONY CAMMALLERI
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — With the bi-
ennial city election slated for
November, three new faces are run-
ning unopposed for City Council
seats representing Precincts 7 and
9, as well as one at-large position.

The deadline for candidates to
certify their names on the ballot and
secure the required number of sig-
natures from registered voters —
50 for precinct seats and 100 for an
at-large position — passed Tuesday
afternoon. Historical Commission
member Sarah Bolduc is running
for the Precinct 7 seat currently
held by William “Wi d ” Perry, while
resident Max Webbe is running for
the Precinct 9 seat currently held
by Derek Helie. Resident Maisie
Sibbison-Alves is seeking an at-
large seat currently held by Michael
Terounzo. Perry, Helie and Ter-
ounzo are not seeking reelection.

Incumbent councilors Patricia
Williams (Precinct 6), Lora Won-
dolowski (Precinct 8), Marianne
Bullock (Precinct 5) and Sara
Brown (at-large) are also running
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By ERIN-LEIGH HOFFMAN
Staff Writer

Christian LaPlante
wants to help.

The 26-year-old, lifelong
Franklin County resident
is the new downtown dis-
trict coordinator under the
Franklin County Chamber
of Commerce and Regional
Tourism Council as part of
the Rural Downtown Revi-
talization Pilot Project.

LaPlante, who started
on Monday, July 14, is tak-
ing on a year-long, grant-
funded role to support eco-
nomic development in the
downtowns in Northfield,
Turners Falls and Shel-
burne Falls by working
with business owners, new
downtown working groups
and existing groups in
each town, and municipal
leaders to identify priori-
ties for economic, recre-
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By GRACE CHAI
For the Recorder

Regional nonprofit Be-
havioral Health Network
has landed a $938,956 state
grant to expand its work
supporting the social-emo-
tional development and be-
havioral health of children
in early education and care
programs throughout the
four counties of western
Massachusetts.

The Springfield-based
organization will use the
funding to grow a program
in which mental health
providers assess and inter-
vene when children are
struggling with social, be-
havioral and emotional
challenges, according to
Katherine Mague, senior
vice president of BHN.

Specifically, the grant
will bolster a 10-year-old
initiative in which profes-
sionals provide expert con-
sultation to private child
care providers and speak
with teachers and parents
to do a classroom assess-
ment. BHN employees pro-
vide this consultation in
Hampden and Berkshire
counties, and BHN part-
ners with the Collaborative
for Educational Services, of
Northampton, to serve

communities in Hampshire
and Franklin counties.

Mague said that in the
past, very young children
were being expelled from
early care and day care
programs because of so-
cial, emotional and behav-
ioral challenges. Some of

these children faced home
challenges and stressors.
One piece of the solution
to this problem, she said,
is to support education
and training for the early
education workforce so
people taking care of
young children can create

an environment where
kids can “flourish.” These
practices are trauma-in-
formed, enabling them to
support better develop-
ment of all children.

“Behavior is children’s

BHN lands nearly $939K grant to grow program offering consultation to teachers, parents

Expanding child mental health support
WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS

STAFF FILE PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Early Education and Care Commissioner Amy Kershaw, pictured during a visit to the
Leverett Library in 2023.
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CORREC TION
The article titled “Board talks speeding enforcement,”

which was published in Friday’s edition, included an incor-
rect end date of the Franklin Regional Council of Govern-
ments’ speed study on Route 63 in Erving. The study was con-
ducted between Wednesday, June 11 and Monday, June 23.

The Recorder uses this space to correct factual errors. People who believe a
story to be in error are encouraged to call the newsroom at 413-772-0261.

BHN lands
nearly $939K

language,” Mague said.
“That’s their communi-
cation at that age.”

She said that inter-
vention in early child-
hood is crucial because
brain neural networks
begin developing before
the age of 5. These inter-
ventions help young chil-
dren and caregivers
know how to build skills
like emotion regulation
and healthy sleeping
habits, which can help
children enter school and
life with the skills to pro-
cess hard emotions like
sadness, anger and frus-
tration appropriately.

The grant BHN re-
ceived is part of the
Healey-Driscoll adminis-
t r a t i o n’s effort to support
early childhood mental
health consultation by
awarding $5 million to or-
ganizations statewide
that serve early educa-
tion programs. According
to a statement from the
Department of Early Ed-
ucation and Care, these
grants support young
students’ healthy devel-
opment and aim to re-
duce the suspension and
expulsion rate in early
education and care set-
tings, promoting school
success.

“We have a mental
health crisis that has
only been made worse by
the pandemic, particu-
larly for our youngest

kids,” Gov. Maura Healey
said in the statement.
“These grants will pro-
vide early education and
care programs with the
tools and resources
needed to help educators
identify those who are
struggling and support
families in accessing
care.”

The state grants will
also help early education
care programs build
stronger relationships
with families to support
children in the classroom
and at home, including
with individualized be-
havior support plans and
referrals to other com-
munity-based services.

“The awardees of the
Early Childhood Mental
Health Consultation
Grants are doing critical
work to strengthen the
foundation of well-being
for our youngest learn-
ers,” Early Education
and Care Commissioner
Amy Kershaw said in a
statement. “By equipping
early education pro-
grams with expert guid-
ance and responsive sup-
port, these partners are
helping educators man-
age challenging behav-
iors, support families and
create nurturing environ-
ments where every child
can thrive. We are proud
to invest in their leader-
ship and the transforma-
tive impact they bring to
communities across the
commonwealth.”

MENTAL HEALTH FROM A1

ational and cultural growth over the
next year.

For LaPlante, he couldn’t pass up the
opportunity to work with and support
the communities he grew up in in a pro-
fessional capacity. Previously, he spent
four years at City Hall in Greenfield in
the Economic and Community Develop-
ment office, working with municipal
leaders and residents after graduating
from Greenfield Community College
and the University of Massachusetts
Amherst.

LaPlante, of Montague, was selected
by a hiring committee made up of busi-
ness owners in Turners Falls, North-
field and Shelburne Falls alongside
leaders from the Chamber of Com-
merce, Franklin Regional Council of
Governments (FRCOG) and the
Franklin County Community Develop-
ment Corporation. He stood out among
30 candidates for his passion for these
communities and work experience.

LaPlante feels that his time in a mu-
nicipal office gave him the experience
to take on this position, a one-of-a-kind
role for New England.

“I grew up in these downtowns,” L a-
Plante said. “I walked the Bridge of
Flowers when I was a kid, went to the
Northfield Creamie, saw shows at the
[Shea Theater Arts Center], so to be
able to give back to these communities
now, in my professional capacity, is an
incredible honor.”

The Rural Downtown Revitaliza-
tion Pilot Project has been in the
works since 2023, and to take it from a
2023 to 2024 BSC Group study that
identified the need for downtown sup-
port to hiring LaPlante required
shared goals and partnership, Cham-
ber of Commerce Executive Director

Jessye Deane explained Friday.
A statement from the chamber ex-

plains that the Revitalization Pilot Pro-
ject expands on a two-year planning
process and the BSC Group study,
which “identified a need for stronger co-
ordination and administrative support
in Franklin County’s rural downtowns.”

The chamber was awarded an
$87,800 contract from FRCOG in April,
which received a $100,000 Rural Devel-
opment Fund grant through the state
Executive Office of Economic Develop-
ment to support the new position as
part of the project.

Deane said LaPlante’s position is to
support the downtowns by being a liai-
son to stakeholders by connecting them
to existing resources through the cham-
ber, FRCOG and the Franklin County
Community Development Corporation.

“I think from the chamber stand-
point and the FCCDC and the FRCOG,
we were really excited about this initia-
tive and the potential to be able to pilot
a first-of-its-kind downtown revitaliza-
tion initiative,” she said, “and we’re re-
ally excited that now we have this final
piece, which is the person who’s going
to be doing this work.”

LaPlante explained that over the
next few weeks, he’ll make weekly visits
to the three downtowns to speak with
stakeholders about two to four priorities
he can help them with. From there, he
plans to connect business owners to be-
gin planning priorities for the next year
that will be decided on this fall.

Additionally, LaPlante is there to
help business owners connect to grant
or funding opportunities, marketing op-
tions for community events, navigating
necessary paperwork, event planning
and more.

“I think my role here is to help them
all collaborate better together and fig-

ure out how we can be productive with
what we have and maximize our poten-
tial for our downtowns,” he said.

Already less than two weeks on the
job, LaPlante said there is a common
interest in adding signs to the three
downtowns. He has already connected
with municipal leaders and sign-makers
to improve wayfinding. LaPlante and
Deane say the pilot project allows for
flexibility in what success looks like in
the 12 months for each downtown based
on individual goals, whether that is a
“quick win” or a longer-term project.

“Some of the goals that we have es-
tablished may take longer than 12
months, so how do we continue to move
those forward? Also, what are the quick
wins we can do?” Deane said. “We want
to make sure we can do as much good
as we can in the next 12 months.”

While this position is grant-funded
for 12 months, there are plans to extend
it longer through municipal contribu-
tions to keep the momentum of the
downtown district coordinator going,
and possibly expand the model to other
communities in the county. For now,
Deane said, given LaPlante’s lived ex-
perience in Franklin County and prior
professional work, he’s been able to “hit
the ground running.”

Asked what he hopes the community
can take away from this downtown posi-
tion, he said he hopes for the develop-
ment of a collaborative model that helps
the three downtowns thrive.

“Creating a position like the one I’m
in right now, and having that be some-
thing that can connect us all together, I
really hope that people can find a way to
continue to support that idea,” he said.

Erin-Leigh Hoffman can be
reached at ehoffman@recorder.com
or 413-930-4231.

LaPlante tapped as downtown coordinator
L APL ANTE FROM A1

When landing in water,
parachutists should try to hit the wa-
ter with their parachute falling in
front of them, so “they can kick back
and swim right out of it,” Stacy said.

“You have this big 200-square-foot
canopy fabric over your head. ... Ny-
lon poses a risk of getting collapsed
on top of you and making it hard to
get up for air,” added parachutist Ty
Rodgers. “There’s a couple of differ-
ent things we for safety. We have a
chest strap that connects our
parachute over us, so before we get
to the water, we undo the chest strap
so we can get out of it easier.”

To earn a Class B skydiving li-
cense, skydivers are required to
learn how to conduct a water landing
and successfully get out of their
parachute without panicking. Stacy
said these practice jumps typically
have them landing in pools with wa-
ter 5 to 6 feet deep. Friday’s training

offered extra practice for already li-
censed Class B jumpers, with an ex-
tra challenge; instead of a pool, they
were landing in a roughly 35-foot-
deep lake.

For firefighters, the training to
rescue the parachutists involved a
safety briefing, launching their boats
into the water and heading out to the
center of the lake to retrieve the
jumpers where they land.

“We have a flat-bottom boat that
allows us to let this front bench out,
so they were able to climb in on their
own,” Dana said. “It was just a great
day out on the water.”

Parachutists and firefighters
came back to shore smiling, and said
the training was both a productive
practice for emergencies and a fun
time.

“It was great,” Rodgers said. “It
was the most fun ever.”

Reach Madison Schofield at 413-930-
4579 or mschofield@recorder.com.

Firefighters practice water
rescues in Orange

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Devon Ostrowski of Jumptown skims the surface of Lake Mattawa in Orange while landing in a joint exercise
with local firefighters who were practicing water rescues on Friday morning.

TR AINING FROM A1

unopposed to retain their seats.

Sarah Bolduc
Bolduc said she hopes to use lessons

that can be learned from the city’s past to
help guide its future. She said she hopes to
use the council seat to advocate for revital-
ization projects in Precinct 7, with the aim
that other parts of the city will follow suit.

Bolduc specifically mentioned plans to
renovate Meade Street — an inactive road
near Route 5 that runs parallel to the Green
River — into a bike path. She also mentioned
an interest in finding ways to redevelop, and
bring life to, the Deerfield Street area.

“Coming from the angle of historic per-
spective, it gives me an opportunity to see,
you know, both sides of all the issues and
where we’ve come from and how we can re-
ally use where we’ve been to shape where
we’re going,” Bolduc said. “One of the
things I’d like to do is focus on areas like
Deerfield Street, areas like behind the Big
Y, the portions of Precinct 7 that really are
kind of unattended and really don’t get a lot
of attention and focus.”

Explaining that the Deerfield Street
area has, in Greenfield’s history, been
known as a more destitute part of town,
Bolduc also mentioned that she hopes to
work with the neighborhood’s residents to
find ways to bring life to the area, such as
holding “mayoral dog elections” or building
a community garden.

“What I’d like to do as a city councilor is
to help Precinct 7 stand out on its own and
then help the city altogether. Hopefully, we
can serve as an inspiration to other
precincts,” Bolduc said. “If the city and the
government in general are tightening their
belts financially, we can serve as an exam-
ple and say, ‘Hey, we can still have the
things that we want if we work together and
we can do it in a way that’s fun and enter-
taining and brings people together.’”

Max Webbe
Webbe moved to the city from Houston,

Texas, roughly five years ago, leaving be-

hind his job as a music therapist to work a
number of roles in nature as a gardener,
landscaper, Department of Conservation
and Recreation park ranger and Atlas
Farm store clerk. He named housing pro-
duction and conservation as key priorities
in his run for Precinct 9.

In the spring, Webbe, who is transgen-
der, led a group of residents to speak in sup-
port of the city’s “sanctuary city” resolution
for LGBTQ individuals. He said he hopes to
use his City Council seat to advocate for
marginalized groups of people.

“I’m really passionate about conserva-
tion and housing, and I know a lot about it.
The reason that I decided to run is that the
world’s on fire and I want to help. I feel
grateful to Greenfield for welcoming me
from Texas as a trans person, and I want to
be able to give back and make sure that ev-
eryone who lives here and who will live
here has that safety,” Webbe said. “The
world is at an intense point of deep division
and I think something that is unique to me,
being from Texas, and especially now, is
that white conservative men listen to me,
and progressive people listen to me, and I
can code switch and really listen to what ev-
erybody wants. I hope to bring that energy
to City Council.”

Webbe explained that for renters in the
city, such as himself, affordable housing, or
rental prices that only comprise one-third
of a tenant’s income, is urgently needed. He
added that for homeowners, especially el-
derly residents living on a fixed income,
lowering property taxes and creating dis-
ability-accessible homes is crucial.

Webbe said he supported the creation of
multi-family housing, such as the city’s
plan to redevelop the Hope Street parking
lot, as a strategy to lower housing prices.

“A lot of our population is aging seniors,
and it’s talking about what their future
housing looks like — do we have accessible
housing for them? Can they get into their
homes without stairs? Do they need house-
mates? Then there’s people that are incom-
ing — refugees from other states, climate
refugees and world refugees. There’s also
the working-class people who are just start-

ing families, and so all of these people are
incoming, or are here and don’t have places
to live,” he said. “We need to make an array
of housing that fits everybody’s budgets.”

Maisie Sibbison-Alves
In her run for City Council’s at-large

seat, Sibbison-Alves, who works as a mas-
sage therapist, said she’d like to restore a
sense of agency to the city’s residents and
bring a sense of power to her constituents.

“I want to preserve what makes Green-
field special and also kind of seeing our-
selves as part of a broader ecosystem of hu-
manity to address the challenges of our
current times. That’s part of why I’m drawn
to the role. We’re living through a time
when people are feeling more of a lack of
agency as well, and just kind of the way
things are going in the world — power be-
ing consolidated more and more — I want
to step up and be a part of a local movement
here,” she explained. “This is where I live,
where I’m from, and I want to work and col-
laborate with groups who care about how to
make government work better and work
better for more people.”

Sibbison-Alves also mentioned that she
hopes to help the city fight its housing crisis
“in responsible ways,” and protect vulnera-
ble portions of the population, such as im-
migrants and members of the LGBTQ com-
m u n i t y.

In an effort to find solutions for the is-
sues she’s passionate about, Sibbison-Alves
said she hopes to recruit the help of the
city ’s “d r i v e n” and “creative” residents.

“The first thing on a lot of people’s
minds is how we’re addressing the housing
crisis. I’m very supportive of efforts people
are making to do that and in responsible
ways, and that’s something that’s really
needed,” she said. “I will say that I care
about protecting our most vulnerable popu-
lations — trans people, immigrants, anyone
who’s housing-insecure, anyone facing
poverty right now.”

Anthony Cammalleri can be reached at
acammalleri@recorder.com or 413-930-
4429.

Trio unopposed for Greenfield City Council seats
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Dove of 
Peace      
Bazaar

8:30am - 1:00pm
Our Lady of Peace Church

Our Lady 
of Peace 

Catholic community announces 
their new Mass Schedule

Saturday at 4 pm and
Sunday at 9 am

90 Seventh St., Turners Falls
All are welcome!NE-470424

NE-470599

BLESSED TRINITY  ROSARY SOCIETY
Summer Tag Sale

Holy Trinity Church  (Fr. Casey Hall)
135 Main Street, Greenfield

Saturday,  26
9am - 1pm

No early birds please
Christmas items, Nutcrackers,  Linens, Household, Glassware,  

ACs and much more! Raffles, Bake Sale,  Take out lunch
Bag Sale 12 Noon - Saturday only

Two bags for $1

NEED AN AD IN A HURRY?
Mini ads are what you need!

If you place your ad by 1:00p.m., It will appear in the  
following day’s edition. (1:00p.m. Friday for Monday)

Reach over 30,000 readers tomorrow.
Call 413-772-0261

MINI  
ADS


