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By MADISON SCHOFIELD
Staff Writer 

D emocracy is alive at the
Mohawk Trail Regional
School. 

For the next month the
school on Ashfield Road will
be home to the Smithsonian’s
traveling exhibit “Voices and
Votes: Democracy in Amer-
ica,” which tells the story of
voting rights and democracy
in America. The Mohawk Trail
library has been transformed
into a museum with photos,
historical documents, cam-

paign memorabilia, videos of
people sharing their own sto-
ries about voting, and local ar-
tifacts such as ballot boxes,
patriotic tapestries, and cam-
paign pins. 

Principal Chris Buckland
and State Representative Na-
talie Blais agreed during the
opening celebration on April
17 that the school was the per-
fect host for the exhibit. 

“It’s phenomenal, the day
before yesterday we had a li-
brary, now we have a museum
and a library,” Buckland said.
“This is the time of year

where our students are doing
civic action projects and this
is the most opportune re-
source for them to come and
start to think about how and
where they’re going and
where their voices can take
them. I think one of the big
things that we’re all about
here is trying to find opportu-
nities for students to have
voice and action and to put
things in motion.”

“The Smithsonian could
not have chosen a better place
to kick this off than right here
in Franklin County,” Blais

said. “These students care
deeply about democracy
… and to have this exhibition
from the Smithsonian, from
Washington D.C., here in
Franklin County is extraordi-
nar y.”

“Anybody who’s committed
to democracy understands
the difficult times that we are
living in right now, and to have
this exhibit here in a school
where students can live it and
breathe it every single day
and reconvene the impor-

Smithsonian museum sets up traveling exhibit inside the Mohawk Trail Regional School library

Living and breathing democracy
BUCKL AND
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Smit hsonian’s Museum on Main Street program works to
bring exhibits such as “Voices and Votes” to rural
communities across the nation with the funding support of
local cultural organizations. Mohawk Trail Regional School
was awarded a $10,000 grant from Mass Humanities, which
allowed them to host the exhibit and corresponding events.

By SCOTT MERZBACH
Staff Writer

I n one sculpture made from fired
terracotta, with a natural patina,
life holds and cradles life. In an-

other sculpture, life holds and
grasps death.

Life, and the outpouring of love, as
artist Peg Holcomb describes it, also
takes other forms in her “The Love
Series” sculptures, with works titled
“Beginnings” and “The Blessing.”

It was more than 40 years ago that
she fashioned the pieces, while living
in Weston, Connecticut, and follow-
ing her participation in a silent re-
treat several years earlier in the
1970s.

“There I had a heart opening, and
these sculptures issued out of that
place,” Holcomb says. 

That retreat marked her her first
time away from the family she had
raised.

“The retreat was about medita-

Amherst artist turns 90 and has
first-ever public exhibit

Her time
in the

spotlight

W hen Shelburne resident El-
isha Poulin gave a public
presentation recently about

biodynamic farming and gardening,
there were occasional quizzical ex-
pressions on the faces of some at-
tendees. Yet I was primed to listen
with an open mind, thanks to a com-

ment made last fall by Greenfield
resident Ryan Nestor, who I inter-
viewed for a story about growing
sweet potatoes.

Nestor grew up in southern Ver-
mont learning from many different
farmers, including some who used
biodynamic methods. “Some of that
stuff is pretty out there,” Nestor
said. “I knew one farmer who buried
manure in an animal horn, dug it up
during the full moon, and stirred it
before amending the soil with that

manure.” So I was intrigued when
Elisha Poulin described these very
techniques during her talk at the
Shelburne (Center) Free Library.

A longtime farmer who began us-
ing biodynamic methods five years
ago, Poulin promulgates the work of
Rudolph Steiner, a complex Aus-
trian fellow who successfully tried
his hand at writing, architecture,
and a host of other occupations and

Shelburne resident shares
principles of biodynamic

far ming

The proof is in the soil
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Co-owners, from left, Sage Territo, Jackie Matellian and Asa Rosario at Last Ditch in Greenfield.

By CAROLYN BROWN
Staff Writer

W estern Massachusetts has a new
lesbian bar and performance
venue.

Last Ditch opened in the basement of
10 Fiske Ave. in Greenfield (the former 10
Forward space) on Thursday night, with a
mission to serve “Dykes, Transexuals,
Gender Freaks, Workers, and their
friends,” according to their Instagram.

The ownership team, Asa Rosario,
Jackie Matellian, and Sage Territo, are not
only co-owners; they’re also housemates.
Last year, they learned that Northamp-
t o n’s former queer bar and performance
venue, The Majestic Saloon, was going to
close, and they originally debated purchas-
ing it to keep it open for the community.
Not long after, though, 10 Forward also
went up for sale, and reopening that
seemed even more appealing — they knew
the space because they’d patronized it
themselves, and a larger space would

Last Ditch is the new
space for the Valley’s

queer community

Lesbian bar opens in Greenfield

By ERIN-LEIGH HOFFMAN
Staff Writer

N orthampton author Joshua
Shanley says he gets a scary
feeling when entering some

of the defunct Cold War buildings
still standing across Massachusetts.

“Yo u ’re going down these long
concrete [hallways], through these
vault doors and see all this stuff,”

Shanley says,
“and I started to
think about the
histor y.”

Shanley, a re-
tired Northamp-
ton and
Amherst fire-
f i g h t e r-
paramedic, said
he became curi-
ous and went
looking for a
comprehensive

resource about the vast history of
Massachusetts Cold War infrastruc-
ture, only to find that one did not ex-
ist.

“So I figured it was up to me to
write the book, and so I did,” he
said. 

“Cold War Massachusetts” is
Shanley ’s third book, which was
published by Arcadia Publishing on
April 22.

The book looks at the network of

New book details how
Massachusetts planned

during the Cold War

The bomb
that never
d ro p p e d

SEE BO O K C3
EVELINE MacDOUG ALL SEE MACDOUG ALL C3

SEE SMITHSONI AN C2

SEE E XHIBIT C3
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G re e n fi el d ’s new lesbian bar, Last Ditch, has a number of house rules, the first of which
is “Be kind, have fun, build community!” SEE GREENFIELD C2
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tance of their vote, the impor-
tance of their participation,
and the importance of them,”
Blais continued. “So often in
this job I have students talk to
me about whether or not their
voices matter, and so often I
have to say to them, yes, it
does. In fact, it matters more.
We have to hear from you
whether or not you’re regis-
tered to voter, whether you’re
a Democrat or Republican or
something in between. It is
important that you participate
and that we hear from you be-
cause it’s only from hearing
from everyone that we as
state legislators can do our
jobs well.”

The exhibit comes to the
county through the joint ef-
forts of the Mohawk Trail Re-
gional School social studies
department team, com-
prised of Catherine Glen-
non, Bethany Basal, and Julia
White, Hawley Town Adminis-
trator Tinky Weisblat, Mass
Humanities and the Mas-
sachusetts Cultural Council. 

Weisblat said she learned
of the Smithsonian’s Museum
on Main Street program last
year. The program works to
bring exhibits such as “Vo i c e s
and Votes” to rural communi-
ties across the nation with the
funding support of local cul-
tural organizations. Mohawk
Trail Regional School was
awarded a $10,000 grant from
Mass Humanities, which al-

lowed them to host the exhibit
and corresponding events.

Brian Boyles, executive di-
rector of Mass Humanities,
said that even in the face of
uncertainty regarding future
federal funding, the organiza-
tion was committed to the
continued support of Mohawk
Trail. He added that after the
exhibit is packed up and sent
to its next location, the organi-
zation will continue to provide
funding and support for
school staff and community
volunteers who have begun
museum curating and event
planning training because
museums belong in more than
just big cities. 

“This work is not trapped
in D.C.,” Boyles said. “We will
find a way to make sure that
we continue to fund Museum
on Main Street, and we will
continue to support Mohawk
Trail Regional School.”

Boyles said part of what
makes the exhibit special is
that it was in a school, not in
a traditional museum. Most
people begin learning about
democracy in schools and li-
braries, so to have an exhibit
on democracy in a school li-
brary, with ballot boxes and
other artifacts local to the
area, shows students that
democracy is not something
just in a textbook or miles
away in the nation’s capital.

“What really brings these
exhibits to life is the local vot-
ing booths, it’s being able to
get the books out that are rel-

evant to this area, it’s the local
impact that brings the exhibit
to life,” said Selwyn Ramp, the
project director for Museum
on Main Street. “What I like
about this exhibit is that it
makes us look back at who we
are as a place and kinda helps
us reflect and think on where
we’ve come from and perhaps
where we’re heading too.”

Over the past year they’ve
spent working to put this to-
gether, the social studies de-
partment has had plenty of
time to reflect on the school’s
identity, and said it all comes
down to community. 

“Everyone was so excited
to be a part of it and chip
in and find ways they could
help with an event or donate
something or just be a part in
some way,” Glennon said. “I
feel like that community spirit
came through really clearly.”

Glennon said they have
been able to foster and grow
so many partnerships with
other community organiza-
tions through Museum on
Main Street. Local nonprofits,
such as the Mary Lyon Foun-
dation, have donated funding
to allow the school library to
purchase books relating to
democracy and voting rights,
and various historical soci-
eties have donated items from
their own collections to be put
on display in the local votes
room. 

Additionally they’ve devel-
oped a partnership with
MassHumanities and people

from the other towns selected
to host the exhibit, Glennon
said. Dozens of people from
across the state showed up on
the day before opening to help
unpack the 16 crates the ex-
hibit was delivered in and set
it all up. 

Librarian Emily Willis said
she was happy to give up
some of her space for the ex-
hibit.

“What could be better than
having the Smithsonian here
in our library?” Willis said.

The exhibit will be open
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Sat-
urdays from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and on Thursdays from 3 to 8
p.m. Members of the public
are invited to visit the exhibit,
but are encouraged to re-
member the exhibit is located
in a school and when visiting
during school hours, visitors
should check in with the main
office and be cognizant of the
students learning. 

To coincide with the ex-
hibit, the group has planned
six events, one per week until
the exhibit leaves the school
on May 31. After leaving Mo-
hawk Trail the exhibit will be
traveling to Lee, Ashby, Dou-
glas, Holbrook and Sand-
wich. 

■ “The Art Garden’s Hill-
town Draw Around” – April
26, noon to midnight at the
Cowell Gym. The Art Garden’s
annual pay-what-you-can,
draw-what-you-
want fundraiser will have a
political theme this year. At-

tendees will be asked to make
art responding to themes of
the Voices and Votes exhibit. 

■ “Becoming an American
Pa n e l ” – May 1,  5:30 p.m. at
MTRS library. The Center for
New Americans will be host-
ing a panel with immigrants
who live in Franklin County
on their stories of moving to
America and the challenges
and successes of adjusting to
a new home in a new country. 

■ “Charlemont Forum: A
Republic … If You Can Keep
It — Why Your Vote (Still)
Matters” – May 8, 7 p.m. at
the MTRS library. Hosted by
the Charlemont Forum, Jesse
Rhodes, a professor of politi-
cal science University of Mas-
sachusetts Amherst, will give
a talk on voting rights, chal-
lenges in politics, and inequal-
ities in the electorate. The talk
will also be broadcast on Falls
Cable TV. 

■ “Food for Thought”
– May 15, 5:30 p.m. at the
MTRS library. Massachusetts
Director of Rural Affairs Anne
Gobi and retired pastor Mick

Comstock will discuss how ru-
ral New Englanders have cre-
ated community through non-
traditional ways, while snack-
ing on foods that have been
served at election day bake
sales over the years.

■ “League of Womens
Voter Trivia Night” – May 22,
6 p.m. in the MTRS cafeteria.
The League of Womens Voters
of Franklin County will be
hosting a political game night,
with trivia, mocktails and
prizes. 

■ Closing celebration
– May 29, 4:30 p.m. in the
MTRS library. Join Tinky
Weisblat and Jerry Noble for a
performance of political songs
dating back to the American
Revolution, as well as a pre-
sentation of student art and
civic action projects. 

More information about
the exhibit hours and special
events can be found at
mtrsd.org/Museum- on-Main-
Street

Reach Madison Schofield
at 413-930-4579 or
m s c h o f i e l d @ re c o r d e r. c o m

Museum sets up exhibit inside the Mohawk Trail Regional School library
SMITHSONI AN FROM C1

mean more room for performances
and community events.

“There’s something unique and
cool about Greenfield,” Territo said.
“It fell into place because we were
dreaming of the idea of opening a
venue and how we could make it a
fun place and supportive of the arts,
and we just got lucky that a really
great opportunity arose.”

It was a sizable ambition, too,
since only Rosario had experience
running a business, albeit not a bar
– rather, farm stands, stalls at farm-
ers markets, and other small-scale
agricultural ventures. Still, the team
was determined to make it work.

“I thought, ‘Somebody has to do
it,’ and we didn’t know of anybody
else who was going to save one of
the two places,” Matellian said. “So
we were like, ‘Okay, I guess we have
to do it.’”

“Across the country, we’re seeing
more and more lesbian bars pop up
again as people are realizing that
connecting to larger community is
really important, and we knew that
there were people in this area who
were really craving that sort of
space,” Rosario said.

The Pioneer Valley has been
home to a number of queer bars and
spaces in its history, including The
North Star and The Grotto, which is
fitting – the 2024 U.S. Census said
Hampshire County had more same-
sex female couple households than
any other county in America. And
a 1992 National Enquirer story
called Northampton “L esbianville,
U.S.A .” 

However, as the number of les-
bian bars has declined nationwide
from an estimated 200 to 34, accord-
ing to the Lesbian Bar Project, the
number of dedicated lesbian bars in
the Valley has likewise followed suit.
Two queer bars in Northampton,
Diva’s and The Majestic Saloon,
closed in 2016 and 2024, respectively.

The team at Last Ditch pur-
chased the bar from a friend of a
friend, thanks to a loan from the
Franklin County Community Devel-
opment Corporation. Their original
plan was to open on New Year’s Eve
last year, but bureaucratic issues got
in the way while they were in the
process of transferring the previous
owners’ liquor license, which pushed
back the opening until April.

Now, though, they’re open and
ready to bring the community to-
gether. Their first event was an
abridged drag adaptation of
“Wi c k e d ”; upcoming events include
a punk show and two other drag
shows. In the future, they intend to
host karaoke, burlesque, film
screenings, DJ nights, line dancing,
and more.

As one might expect for a queer
bar in western Massachusetts, the
venue has a quirky hodgepodge of
decor: atop a chessboard floor are
plastic chairs from a church; a col-
lection of mismatched chairs and ta-
bles sits behind them by the cozy
lounge. Near a window is what they
call “ATM Girl,” a fake ATM purport-
edly made for a local TV show and
decorated in pink and with fake eye-

lashes. Various knick-knacks dot the
space. (Where did that stuff even
come from? For the most part,
“Facebook Marketplace, Craigslist,
side of the road,” said Matellian.
“That’s how we furnish our house,”
Territo added. “We were like, ‘Why
c a n’t we do it again?’”)

Inside the bathroom near the
stage is a collage of historical les-
bian photos, slogans, and media:
“Lesbians Unite!” “Out Of Your
Closet And Into The Streets!” “Gay
Liberation Now!”

The venue has a number of house
rules, the first of which is “Be kind,
have fun, build community!” Other
than that: consent is mandatory;
non-lesbians are welcome as long as
they ’re respectful; forms of discrimi-
nation like racism, ableism, homo-

phobia, and transmisogyny are not
allowed; no one will be turned away
for lack of funds; and no one under
the allowed age of an event will be
admitted, nor will minors be served
alcohol.

Another key rule: masks are re-
quired for everyone, unless they are
actively eating, drinking, or perform-
ing. In fact, the venue supplies mul-
tiple types of masks at each en-
trance.

Between the bar and the elevator
is what the team calls their “free
store,” a space where guests can
take free clothing, COVID preven-
tion supplies, safe sex supplies, les-
bian magazines, tea, information
about harm reduction, and other re-
sources. Beyond that, they’re open
in the afternoons to let community

groups gather, and Tuesday nights
are designated as “Quiet Nites” on
their weekly schedule, with softer
music and lighting for community
members who want to gather with-
out the typical high-energy atmo-
sphere of a club.

“Anyone can come and drink wa-
ter, use the bathroom, use our re-
sources, regardless of access to
funds,” Territo said, “and it’s be-
cause we want to care for people as
they have cared for us.”

So why would a positive, fun com-
munity space name itself Last
Ditch?

It’s actually somewhat indirectly
related to the bar’s lesbian identity.
While Territo and Rosario were on a
trip to New York City, they listened
to a podcast about the history and
significance of lesbian bars. Around
that time, Territo was also reading
the book “Stone Butch Blues” and
was “thinking about the differentia-
tion between a gay nightlife space
and a queer space that has political
intention and more of an interest in
building community and creating a
comfortable, supportive space than
making money or just getting people
to buy a lot of drinks.”

The team had floated the idea of
using the name of a lesbian bar that
no longer existed, but older lesbians
who had known those spaces first-
hand pushed back on those ideas.
Choosing a name that worked be-
came a last-minute decision – a
“last-ditch effort,” Matellian said.

Still, they had parameters: they
wanted a name that was two words
and felt “d i v e - y. ” Bonus points if it
was also a pun – and, as Matellian
noted, the word “ditch” is a synonym
of the literal meaning of the word
“dyke.” With that, Last Ditch was
the right choice.

“Across the board, we all feel re-
ally excited to open our doors and
have been really grateful to the posi-
tive response that we’ve gotten from
the community at large,” Rosario
added. “[We] really cherish the op-
portunity to try and be leaders in
this space and in this community,
and really just want to do everyone
proud.”

Last Ditch is open Tuesday to
Thursday from 4 p.m. to midnight
and Friday and Saturday from 4 p.m.
to 1 a.m.

Carolyn Brown can be reached
at cbrown@gazettenet.com.

Last Ditch is the new space for the Valley’s queer community
GREENFIELD FROM C1
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Co-owners, from left, Sage Territo, Asa Rosario and Jackie Matellian at Last Ditch, the new lesbian bar in Greenfield.
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