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By CHRIS LARABEE
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — More
products and facility up-
grades will be coming to the
Western Massachusetts
Food Processing Center, as
the Franklin County Com-
munity Development Corpo-
ration has reeled in two sep-
arate grants.

The Franklin County
CDC was awarded a $89,423
Massachusetts Department
of Agricultural Resources
(MDAR) Food Ventures Pro-
gram grant, which will sup-
plement a $212,000 U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture

award to fund the purchase
of a blast freezer for food
processing, as well as the
purchase of an industrial
dishwasher replacement
and floor renovations.

“This will put us on good
footing for a while,” said
Franklin County CDC Exec-
utive Director John Waite.
“[The $301,423 in grants] is
going to help us add some of
this equipment and fix up
some things that have dete-
riorated over the last 23
years.”

The blast freezer, Waite
added, is a nice addition to
the Western Massachusetts
Food Processing Center and

will be a more efficient piece
of equipment than the current
machine, which uses liquid ni-
trogen and requires a large
volume of food to operate.

Instead, the blast
freezer can freeze
smaller portions of
food, thus expanding
opportunities to
smaller businesses
and farms. It also
has the capability to
freeze products like
soup, which will al-
low for a wider
range of products to be cre-
ated at the center.

In all, Waite said grants
like these are what allows

the Western Massachusetts
Food Processing Center to
take in a wider range of en-
trepreneurs and food busi-
nesses.

“We don’t want to
charge high fees for
people using our
kitchen,” Waite said,
adding that the
grants are a way to
keep those fees down,
as expensive equip-
ment can be replaced.
The Western Mas-
sachusetts Food Pro-

cessing Center served 97
clients in fiscal year 2024.

M DA R’s Massachusetts
Food Ventures Program

helps increase food access
by funding processing in-
frastructure, distribution
channels and retail outlet
strategies at local food en-
terprises. Grants can be put
toward capital expendi-
tures, such as specialized
equipment for scaling up
food production, food pack-
aging or items for a com-
mercial kitchen/incubator
space.

“These two MDAR grant
programs make our local
food system more resilient
by lessening our depen-
dency on outside food pro-
duction,” MDAR Commis-
sioner Ashley Randle said in

a statement announcing the
grants on Nov. 27. “More lo-
cal food production in our
urban neighborhoods will
ensure that residents have
greater access to fresh pro-
duce, improving their well-
being. Providing resources
to help food enterprises
grow enhances their ability
to feed their communities.”

For more information
about the Franklin County
CDC or the Western Mas-
sachusetts Food Processing
Center, visit fccdc.org.

Chris Larabee can be
reached at clarabee@
re c o r d e r. c o m .

$301K to upgrade food processing center
GREENFIELD
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MON TAGUE/ERVING NOT EBOOK
Franklin Tech
holding open house
for eighth graders

TURNERS FALLS —
Franklin County Technical
School’s open house for
Franklin County eighth
graders will be held Saturday,
Dec. 7, from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Attendees can tour techni-
cal programs; learn about
academic courses, student
supports, athletics and clubs;
and apply and interview to at-
tend Franklin Tech. Technical
shop teachers will be on hand
to offer information about
their programs and transla-
tors will be available upon re-
quest.

Call 413-863-9561 or visit
fcts.us for more information.

Permit application
withdrawn for
large-scale solar
pr oject

ERVING — The special
permit application for the
large-scale solar project pro-
posed for 1 River St. was
withdrawn by the applicant
on Tuesday, according to
Planning Board Chair

Jacquelyn Boyden. All En-
ergy, a Westfield-based en-
ergy company, was the appli-
cant.

Boyden explained via
email that the original plan
for the 250-kilowatt, ground-
mounted solar array has
changed to be a smaller-scale
solar project that does not re-
quire a special permit for in-
stallation, per the town’s zon-
ing bylaws. Project Manager
Ben Anderson confirmed that
the project will continue on a
smaller scale.

The public hearing on the
solar project, which was origi-
nally scheduled for Jan. 16,
has been canceled, Boyden
confirmed. However, the reg-
ular Planning Board meeting
will still be held.

Selectboar d
approves new
scr eening
commit tees

ERVING — The Select-
board approved the formation
of two screening committees
during its Monday meeting,
one to review applicants for
the cadet position and an-
other to carry out the same
task for the town planner

role.
The cadet position is a

civilian, non-sworn position
within the Erving Police De-
partment. The ideal applicant
will be an individual who is
seeking law enforcement ex-
perience to become a sworn
law enforcement officer in the
future. Members of this com-
mittee include Selectboard
member James Loynd, Patrol
Officer Laura Gordon, School
Committee Chair Mackensey
Bailey, Finance Committee
Chair Debra Smith, Town Ad-
ministrator Bryan Smith and
Police Chief Robert Holst.

The Town Planner Screen-
ing Committee was also ap-
proved, and three candidates
have already applied. Select-
board member Scott Bas-
tarache, Planning Board
Chair Jacquelyn Boyden, Li-
brary Director Abigail
Baines, Capital Planning
Committee Chair Ben Fel-
lows, Senior Housing Com-
mittee Chair Will Bembury
and Town Administrator
Bryan Smith will all serve on
this screening committee.

More information on the
vacant town planner position
is available at er ving-ma.gov/
personnel/pages/town-plan-
n e r- s e a r c h .

NORTH COUNTY NOT EBOOK
Families invited to
build gingerbread
house s

NORTHFIELD — The
Recreation Commission in-
vites Northfield families to
make their own gingerbread
houses in the Northfield Ele-
mentary School cafeteria on
Saturday, Dec. 21, from 10:30
a.m. to noon.

CPA funding pro-
posals due Jan. 15

NORTHFIELD — A p p l i-
cations for Community
Preservation Act funding
are due at Town Hall by the
end of the day on Sunday,
Jan. 15, 2025.

Applications can be mailed
in, sent by email or dropped
off at Town Hall either in the
Community Preservation
Committee’s mailbox or in
the dropbox outside the build-
ing’s rear door. The forms are
available at Town Hall, Dick-
inson Memorial Library and
on the Community Preserva-
tion Committee’s page on the
town website.

CPA funding can be used
to support open space,
recreation, historic preser-

vation or housing projects.
With questions about sub-
mitting an application or to
submit the forms by email,
contact northfieldmacpc@
gmail.com.

Annual pancake
breakfast, toy drive
pairing returns
Satur day

BERNARDSTON — The
Bernardston Kiwanis Club

will hold its annual pancake
breakfast with Santa at the
United Church of Bernard-
ston, 58 Church St., on Sat-
urday, Dec. 7, from 8 to 10:30
a.m.

Meanwhile, members of
the Bernardston Police and
Fire departments will be
outside the church collect-
ing toys for their annual toy
drive until 11 a.m. Any new
and unwrapped toys, for
children of all ages, will be
accepted.

STAFF FILE PHOTO
Jake Tokarz places a donation on the pile during the 2019
Bernardston Police and Fire departments’ annual toy drive
at the United Church of Bernardston.

Daily puzzles

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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MIDST HOBBY DRAGON UNLIKEYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: After making a joke about his wife’s weight gain, 

he’d need to — LIGHTEN THE MOOD

sudoku

THE Daily Commuter Puzzle by Stella Zawistowski

FOR RELEASE DECEMBER 6, 2024

ACROSS
1 Gets older
5 Porterhouse or 

sirloin
10 Thing
14 Exchange for 

money
15 Aquarium fish
16 Extinct bird
17 Soul singer 

Thomas
18 Drive nuts
19 Thus
20 Capital of the 

Netherlands
22 Merchandise
23 NYC summer 

clock setting: 
Abbr.

24 Striped stone
26 File of documents 

about a person
30 Actors’ reps
33 Pen liquid
34 Dog’s rewards
37 One-pot meal
38 “The Old Man 

and the __”
39 Life story, for short
40 Intense anger
41 Trims with 

scissors
43 Loving touch
46 Actor Butterfield
47 Swimsuit brand
49 Up-and-coming 

actress
51 Sanctify
53 Bitter beer
54 Mock
56 Fish stories: 2 

wds.
62 Bangkok native
63 Close competitor
64 Plunge into a 

pool
65 Name for Ireland
66 By oneself
67 Tied up
68 Sports safety 

gear
69 Cried like a kitten
70 Take a breather

DOWN
1 Largest continent
2 Infectious bug
3 Shade trees

4 Candidate lists
5 Appetizer
6 See to
7 Sicilian volcano
8 Nice smell
9 Jewelry store 

chain
10 Forms thoughts
11 Heavy, as rain
12 Competitive 

advantage
13 Cows’ sounds
21 Revise writing
22 Dog’s tail 

movement
25 Car fuel
26 Frisbees, e.g.
27 Do better than
28 Conveyance for 

Tony Hawk
29 Singer McEntire
31 Using few words
32 Blood, __, and 

tears
35 What we breathe
36 Foot parts
42 Some social 

media photos
43 Trig function: 

Abbr.

44 At a standstill
45 Seasoning in a 

shaker
48 __ Leppard
50 Magazine 

subscriber
52 Subway 

entrance
54 Ladder part

55 __ seed (healthy 
additive)

57 Firmly state
58 Country road
59 Dwell
60 Nights before 

holidays
61 Mailed
63 Sheep with horns
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Thursday’s Puzzle Solved

12/6/24

HOW TO PLAY:
Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 boxes must contain the 

numbers 1 through 9 without repetition.
Tips and computer program at: www.sudoku.com


