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Staff Report

GREENFIELD — PV
Squared (Pioneer Valley Pho-
tovoltaics), a solar installer
and worker-owned coopera-
tive, has been named the 2024
winner of the Most Forward-
Thinking Contractor Award.

Presented by Solar Power
World, a nationwide media
outlet for the U.S. solar mar-
ket, the award recognizes ex-
cellence in the solar industry
by celebrating companies
that demonstrate innovation,
sustainability and impact in
their field. The Most For-
ward-Thinking Contractor
Award aims to honor those
who are not only keeping
pace with current trends but
are also set-
ting new
benchmarks
and envi-
sioning the
field’s fu-
ture.

“We are
deeply hon-
ored to be
recognized
as Solar
Po w e r
Wo r l d ’s Most
For ward-
Thinking
C o n t r a c t o r, ”
Brittany Hathaway, PV
Squared’s marketing and out-
reach specialist and a worker-
owner, said in a statement.
“Our worker-ownership
structure has been at the
heart of PV Squared’s mis-
sion for over 23 years, and
brings a deep sense of pride
and meaning to our work.

“As a cooperative and
democratically run business,
we thrive on the shared suc-

cess of all our members, and
the positive impacts our work
can have on our community
and the environment,” Hath-
away continued. “We know
that we can do so much more
by working together, in collab-

oration and
partnership,
than we
could ever do
as individu-
als working
in a tradi-
tional corpo-
rate hierar-
c h y. ”

The solar
company an-
ticipates that
the an-
nouncement
of this award
will not only

benefit PV Squared but will
also set a precedent for other
firms in the renewable energy
sector to follow suit.

“To be recognized for our
effort by a national outlet like
Solar Power World not only
fills me with pride, but also
doubles down on the idea that
the values-forward way we do
things is truly worthwhile,”
Rachel Levey, inside sales
specialist and a worker-owner,

said in a statement. “It also
signals a growing understand-
ing in our highly competitive
industry that ‘business as
usual’ i s n’t always the right
way, and I hope the PV
Squared success story in-
spires others to explore differ-
ent business models and ways
of being.”

“As worker-owners, we col-
lectively set policies that are
equitable and fair and in
which no one feels exploited,”
Josh Hilsdon, commercial de-
sign and sales consultant and
a worker-owner, said in a
statement. “This creates a vir-
tuous circle in which our
workers feel respected and
have a sense of ownership,
and as a result, they bring
their best to the job every day,
and we deliver for our clients
and earn their referrals and
repeat business.”

PV Squared’s winning of
the Most Forward-Thinking
Contractor Award was pub-
lished in the 2024 “Top Solar
Contractors” magazine in
July. The annual publication
brings together industry ex-
perts to celebrate the
achievements and advance-
ments of solar energy tech-
nology, policy and impact.

Honor is given to
businesses that
show innovation,

sustainabilit y
and impact

PV Squared earns Most Forward-
Thinking Contractor Award
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PV Squared workers install a solar array on the Greenfield
Department of Public Works building on Wells Street in
2023. The solar company has been named the 2024 winner
of the Most Forward-Thinking Contractor Award.

We are deeply
honored to be
recognized as Solar
Power World’s Most
For ward-Thinking
Co n t ra c to r.”

BRITTANY HATHAWAY
PV Squared worker-owner

the early 2000s. She brings
more than 25 years of experi-
ence in the mortgage industry
to the role, as well as a deep un-
derstanding of the local mar-
ket and a commitment to pro-
viding exceptional customer
ser vice.

“We are thrilled to welcome
Shelly back to GCB,” Jane
Wolfe, executive vice president
– residential lending, said in a
statement.
“She is a
highly re-
spected
mortgage
professional
with a wealth
of experi-
ence and a
strong repu-
tation for
building rela-
tionships. Her return will be a
tremendous asset to our
team.”

“I am excited to be rejoining
Greenfield Cooperative Bank
after my years away. Together
we create an exceptional team
that is focused on helping fami-
lies become new homeowners
[and moving] up buyers within
our communities,” Hall Malo
said in a statement. “I look for-
ward to putting my years of
lending experience to work at
the bank, and will be here to
help customers on their sched-
ule when they need me.”

Funding recipients
speak to impact of
P VGrows
Investment Fund

HATFIELD — Roughly 45
people who are interested in
investing in the local food sys-
tem through the PVGrows In-
vestment Fund gathered at
Bardwell Farm on June 25,
where they heard funding re-
cipients speak about how being
able to access financing that
was otherwise unavailable to
them positively impacted their
businesses.

The PVGrows Investment
Fund, created in 2015, aggre-
gates community investments
and lends them to farms and
food businesses. For as little as
$500, community members
contribute to the local agricul-
tural sector. Investors receive
up to 2% interest on their
three-year investment and
100% return on their values.

Harrison Bardwell, the
ninth-generation farmer who
operates Bardwell Farm,
spoke about how even though
he had land and a viable farm
business, as a new farmer, he
c o u l d n’t secure a bank loan.
Financing from the PVGrows
Investment Fund allowed him
to buy a high tunnel to in-
crease production. He sells
more than 100 varieties of
vegetables through a commu-
nity supported agriculture
(CSA) program and to restau-
rants, grocery stores and
area farm stands.

Tom Willits, a founding
partner in the creation of the
PVGrows Investment Fund
and a trustee of the Lydia B.
Stokes Foundation, an early
and sustained investor, spoke
about how the fund benefits
the region.

“That was the whole point
[of the fund],” he said. “Not
necessarily making money,
but providing capital to folks
working toward a stronger
food system.”

As more extreme weather
events — such as intense heat,
and last year’s floods and
early freeze — imperil farm-
ers’ crops and threaten their
livelihoods, the PVGrows In-
vestment Fund is available to
mitigate losses through zero-
interest loans. In partnership
with Community Involved in
Sustaining Agriculture
(CISA), the investment fund
issued 10 such loans totaling
$199,000 to area farms last
year. Including the Emer-
gency Farm Fund loans, the
PVGrows Investment Fund
has provided $4.9 million total

in funding since its inception.
To date, the fund’s commu-

nity investors have provided 96
loans to farms and local food
businesses for projects of vary-
ing scopes and sizes, including
historical barn renovations,
delivery truck purchases, veg-
etable washing stations, trac-
tors and hoop houses. Clients
include Mycoterra Farm in
South Deerfield, All Farmers
in West Springfield and Sutter
Meats in Northampton.

“PVGrows’ mission is to
strengthen our local food and
agricultural system by pro-
viding loans and business as-
sistance to farms and busi-
nesses that demonstrate a

positive impact on local agri-
culture, the community and
the environment,” said Han-
nah Sobel, PVGrows pro-
gram manager at the
Franklin County Community
Development Corporation.
“We are so glad that the fund
has been nimble and flexible
to support all types of local
food businesses, whether
that’s farms old and new,
restaurants or local food pro-
ducers. And with everyday
people participating in the
fund as investors, that brings
with it an entire community
who are sticking with these
farms and businesses
through the highs and lows.”

SHELLY HALL
M ALO
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On the Job: Local business news
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Harrison Bardwell, the ninth-generation farmer who operates
Bardwell Farm, speaks about the significance of the
PVGrows Investment Fund during an event at his Hatfield
farm on June 25.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Tom Willits, a founding partner in the creation of the
PVGrows Investment Fund and a trustee of the Lydia B.
Stokes Foundation, an early and sustained investor,
spoke about how the fund benefits the region during an
event at Bardwell Farm in Hatfield on June 25. “That was
the whole point [of the fund],” he said. “Not necessarily
making money, but providing capital to folks working
toward a stronger food system.”

“Community Action
has helped me make
several needed
changes in my life.
From that, I have
improved self esteem,
financial stability, and
self confidence.”

We keep our low-
income neighbors fed,
warm, supported and
connected as they get
through tough times.
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