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BUSINESS FROM B3

the early 2000s. She brings
more than 25 years of experi-
ence in the mortgage industry
to therole, as well as adeep un-
derstanding of the local mar-
ket and a commitment to pro-
viding exceptional customer
service.

“We are thrilled to welcome
Shelly back to GCB,” Jane
Wolfe, executive vice president
- residential lending, said in a
statement.
“She is a
highly re-
spected
mortgage
professional
with a wealth
of  experi-
ence and a
strong repu- SHELLY HALL
tation for MALO
building rela-
tionships. Her return will be a
tremendous asset to our
team.”

“Iam excited to be rejoining
Greenfield Cooperative Bank
after my years away. Together
we create an exceptional team
that is focused on helping fami-
lies become new homeowners
[and moving] up buyers within
our communities,” Hall Malo
said in a statement. “I look for-
ward to putting my years of
lending experience to work at
the bank, and will be here to
help customers on their sched-
ule when they need me.”

Funding recipients

speak to impact of

PVGrows

Investment Fund
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in funding since its inception.
To date, the fund’s commu-
nity investors have provided 96
loans to farms and local food
businesses for projects of vary-
ing scopes and sizes, including
historical barn renovations,
delivery truck purchases, veg-
etable washing stations, trac-
tors and hoop houses. Clients
include Mycoterra Farm in
South Deerfield, All Farmers
in West Springfield and Sutter
Meats in Northampton.
“PVGrows’ mission is to
strengthen our local food and
agricultural system by pro-
viding loans and business as-
sistance to farms and busi-
nesses that demonstrate a

I farmer who
Bardwell Farm, speaks about the significance of the
PVGrows Investment Fund during an event at his Hatfield
farm on June 25.

positive impact on local agri-
culture, the community and
the environment,” said Han-
nah Sobel, PVGrows pro-
gram manager at the
Franklin County Community
Development Corporation
“We are so glad that the func
has been nimble and flexible
to support all types of local
food businesses, whether
that’s farms old and new.
restaurants or local food pro-
ducers. And with everyday
people participating in the
fund as investors, that brings
with it an entire community
who are sticking with these
farms  and  businesses
through the highs and lows.”

people who are interested in
investing in the local food sys-
tem through the PVGrows In-
vestment Fund gathered at
Bardwell Farm on June 25,
where they heard funding re-
cipients speak about how being
able to access financing that
was otherwise unavailable to
them positively impacted their
businesses.

The PVGrows Investment
Fund, created in 2015, aggre-
gates community investments
and lends them to farms and
food businesses. For as little as
$500, community members
contribute to the local agricul-
tural sector. Investors receive
up to 2% interest on their
three-year investment and
100% return on their values.

Harrison Bardwell, the
ninth-generation farmer who
operates Bardwell Farm,
spoke about how even though
he had land and a viable farm
business, as a new farmer, he
couldn’t secure a bank loan.
Financing from the PVGrows
Investment Fund allowed him
to buy a high tunnel to in-
crease production. He sells
more than 100 varieties of
vegetables through a commu-
nity supported agriculture
(CSA) program and to restau-
rants, grocery stores and
area farm stands.

Tom Willits, a foundi
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Tom Willits, a founding partner in the creation of the

partner in the creation of the
PVGrows Investment Fund
and a trustee of the Lydia B.
Stokes Foundation, an early
and sustained investor, spoke
about how the fund benefits
the region.

“That was the whole point
[of the fund],” he said. “Not
necessarily making money,
but providing capital to folks
working toward a stronger
food system.”

As more extreme weather
events —such as intense heat,
and last year’s floods and
early freeze — imperil farm-
ers’ crops and threaten their
livelihoods, the PVGrows In-
vestment Fund is available to
mitigate losses through zero-
interest loans. In partnership
with Community Involved in
Sustaining Agriculture
(CISA), the investment fund
issued 10 such loans totaling
$199,000 to area farms last
year. Including the Emer-
gency Farm Fund loans, the
PVGrows Investment Fund
has provided $4.9 million total

P Invest t Fund and a trustee of the Lydia B.
Stokes Foundation, an early and sustained investor,

spoke about how the fund benefits the region during an
event at Bardwell Farm in Hatfield on June 25. “That was
the whole point [of the fund],” he said. “Not necessarily
making money, but providing capital to folks working
toward a stronger food system.”
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HOW TO PLAY: All the words listed below appear in the puzzle — hori-
zontally, vertically, diagonally and even backward. Find them, circle each
letter of the word and strike it off the list. The leftover letters spell the
WONDERWORD.

MEMORIES WE CAN'T FORGET Solution: 8 letters
EYGI FTSSMAERDCS
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