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$65K awarded to bolster cybersecurity
FRANKLIN COUNTY

By ADA DENENFELD KELLY
For the Recorder

The town of Charlemont and
the Frontier and Union 38 re-
gional school districts will fur-
ther their efforts to protect
against the growing risk of cy-
ber attacks thanks to a pair of
grants awarded through the
state’s Municipal Local Cyber-
security Grant Program.

These two local awards —
$20,000 to Charlemont and
$45,000 to the Frontier and
Union 38 school districts —
are part of roughly $6.82 mil-
lion that the Healey-Driscoll
administration distributed in
July to reduce cyber risk
across the state.

The program prioritized
funding for projects in rural
communities, which the Fed-

eral Emergency Management
Agency defines as any commu-
nity with a population less than
50,000. At least 84 of the grants
were given to municipalities
meeting FEMA’s definition of
rural. Additional grants were
awarded to regional divisions
of government, such as county
government and regional
school districts, that benefit
multiple communities, includ-

ing rural towns.
“It’s vital that our commu-

nities have access to the re-
sources, tools and guidance
necessary to protect against
increasingly frequent and so-
phisticated cybersecurity
threats,” Gov. Maura Healey
said in a statement.

Scott Paul, Frontier’s direc-
tor of technology, explained the
districts will use the $45,000 in

grant funding to hire external
contractors, yet to be selected,
who will review the districts’
current cybersecurity threat
response plan. The contractors
will also help with conducting
tabletop exercises to practice
using the plan.

“There’s a lot of layers of de-
fense that we have to put up,
and one of those is basically:
have a plan in place, before the

[incident] happens,” Paul ex-
plained. “This particular grant
will allow us to refine our plans
so that if something severe did
happen, we would be more
ready for it and ready to re-
spond.”

These threats include ran-
somware attacks in which
hackers hold critical systems
hostage until money is paid, at-
tacks in which digital services
are rendered unusable and in-
formation theft for fraudulent
activity, Paul clarified.

“There’s always attempts to
try and gain access to network
resources, and there’s a con-
stant defense that we have to
pursue,” Paul said. “Nothing ma-
jor has come our way, thankfully,
but we have to be ready for more
severe cyber attacks that you of-
ten see in the public sector.”

Darius Modestow, superin-
tendent of the Frontier and
Union 38 districts, said he was
“thrilled” to hear the districts
received the grant.

“It is a testament to our on-
going efforts to protect our

community ’s data and a crucial
step toward enhancing our cy-
bersecurity capabilities,”
Modestow wrote in an email.
“Our IT department works tire-
lessly to ensure our systems
are secure, and this funding
will significantly bolster our ef-
forts.”

Charlemont will undergo a
similar process and will also
add a new two-factor authenti-
cation system.

“We ’re trying to make sure
[the cybersecurity system]
matches our state and what our
insurance company requires,”
explained Charlemont Town
Administrator Sarah Reynolds.

Charlemont has not previ-
ously been the victim of a cyber
attack, Reynolds said.

“I should knock on wood,”
she added. “This is more of a
proactive [measure].”

Both recipients will have a
year to use the money to hire
vendors to review their cyber-
security systems and plans, un-
dergo tabletop exercises and
make revisions.

Frontier, Union 38
school districts and

Charlemont benefiting
from funding

By ADA DENENFELD KELLY
For the Recorder

SHELBURNE FALLS — In
an effort to promote post-pan-
demic revitalization, a digital
platform for businesses and
community organizations
aims to make real-world im-
pacts by connecting local com-
munities and attracting
tourists to Shelburne Falls
and the surrounding towns.

In 2022, the Franklin Re-
gional Council of Govern-
ments coordinated the forma-
tion of the Shelburne Falls
Task Force, a group made up
of local businesses and resi-
dents from Buckland and
Shelburne, to discuss what the
community needed post-pan-
demic. Through this effort,
and with funding from two
grants awarded to the
Franklin County Community
Development Corporation, it
was decided that the village’s
website, Shelbur neFalls.com,
needed an update, according
to Cate Chadwick, a West
County Arts and Culture

board member and the new
website’s coordinator.

Previously, Shelburne-
Falls.com used a membership
system where businesses
could pay to be featured. Now,
after four years of dormancy,
anyone can create a page on
the new website. Chadwick
said organizers wanted to cre-
ate “a platform where organi-
zations, community groups,
businesses, artisans, artists,
everyone could come together
and have a part.”

Tennessee-based web de-

sign company Locable helped
create the new website.

“Their platform gives all
those entities, all those people,
the ability to have their own
profile and have responsibility

over it,” Chadwick explained.
“So they can update their
hours, they can update their
logo or their picture, they can
put promotions, sales, their
events, and it all populates in

different sections of the web-
site to make it more user-
friendly for locals and also for
visitors.”

Chadwick added that the
website is retaining the 10-
town model, where Ashfield,
Buckland, Charlemont, Col-
rain, Conway, Hawley, Heath,
Plainfield, Rowe and Shel-
burne are all included.

“It’s definitely in its begin-
ning stages,” Chadwick clari-
fied. “We have a lot of work still
to do on it, and as businesses
and the organizations and the
groups and everyone that
would like to be promoted
within the website comes on
board [and] understands bet-
ter what this is about, then the
site will grow.”

In the meantime, however,
the website offered helpful re-
sources during Porch Fest and
a recent Art Walk. Through a
feature of the website, Chad-
wick was able to create pages
for the two events and then in-
put information about local
ATMs, dining options and local
businesses that allow the pub-
lic to use their restrooms.

Chadwick added that she
plans to do the same for the
Ashfield Fall Festival and Con-
way ’s Festival of the Hills.

For more information, visit
Shelbur neFalls.com. Busi-
nesses, organizations, groups
or artists can create a free
profile on ShelburneFalls.com
by clicking the link at the bot-
tom of the homepage.

Website revamp aids post-pandemic revitalization
WEST COUNTY

SC RE E N S H O T
ShelburneFalls.com is being updated in an effort to promote post-pandemic revit alization.
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269 High Street, Greenfi eld greenfi eldfarmerscoop.com

We stock thousands of 
items for your home,

farm, garden and pets!

M-F 8-6, SAT 8-5, 413-773-9639

Celebrating
1918 20

Far Years!Farmer Owned for over 100 Year
s!

To advertise here, call the Greenfield Recorder at
413-772-0261 and ask for advertising!

To advertise here,  
call the Greenfield Recorder  

at 413-772-0261  
and ask for advertising!

NE-388279

Greenfield Farmers
Cooperative Exchange!

Welcome to the Farmers CoOp!
We’re a farmer-owned cooperative in Greenfield, MA with more than 800 
local members. Our retail store is open to the public and has thousands 
of products for your home, farm, garden and pets. If you have questions 
about a project or need assistance deciding on a purchase, our employees 
have a wide range of experience and knowledge and are happy to help. 
Your well behaved dogs are always welcome on a leash! Store hours are 
Monday through Friday 8-6, Saturday 8-5.

269 High Street, Greenfield, MA 01301  •  413-773-9639
greenfieldfarmerscoop.com

Friday – Sunday  • August 16-18
Affordable Family Fun Close To Home!

Agricultural events, livestock shows, petting zoo, kid games, 
music, local artisans, craft beers, food & so much more!

General Admission $30 •   Just $10 a Day!
Senior Admission $24 •   Just $8 a Day!

Admission: $14 • Seniors (65 & older): $12 • Kids 12 & under: FREE!
FRIDAY NIGHT FIREWORKS! FREE PARKING! • www.heathfair.org

Friday – Sunday  August 16-18

BUY 
3-DAY 
TIX &   
SAVE!

PRE-SALE
ONLY!


