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By CHRIS LARABEE
Staff Writer

WHATELY — After receiving the
go-ahead in March to look at a town-
owned solution to the vacant Whately
Center School, a town committee has
hit the ground running to secure
funding for work on the building.

In a report to the Selectboard
Tuesday, Judy Markland, a member
of the revived Center School Com-
mittee, laid out several cost esti-
mates, grant applications and other

potential funding sources for the 114-
year-old building.

The committee was supposed to
return to the Selectboard with an
update in September, but Markland
said they discovered many of the
grant application deadlines were at
the end of May and they needed to
take action.

“We decided to accelerate,” Mark-
land said. “The costs are greater
than we had assumed.”

Work on the Center School is likely
to cost more than anticipated, as the
slate roof on the building is “too far
gone for repair” and needs to be re-
placed. Estimates from Mahan Slate
quoted the committee $335,100 for a

slate replacement. This estimate also
does not cover interior repair work to
the roof ’s structural support and
would likely end up being twice what
their original projection was.

The committee, however, found a
synthetic slate that meets the Secre-
tary of the Interior’s standards for
historic preservation and will be pur-
suing that option.

Other estimates include $338,000
for the replacement of the front
steps, and $38,000 for parapet work,
as well as $87,450 for window restora-
tion and storm windows.

To fund these repairs, the com-
mittee has applied for a $601,612
Underutilized Properties Program

grant and a $14,000 Hart Family
Fund grant, which is a national
trust supporting historic preserva-
tion. Awards for both will be an-
nounced in September.

On the town’s end, the committee
will seek up to $96,038 in Community
Preservation Act (CPA) grant
matches at a future Town Meeting.

The committee also identified a
$25,000 feasibility study that Mark-
land said would look at specific con-
ditions to see if the building is up to
code, its accessibility needs, space
constraints and “work with the
town to recommend what’s best”
for future uses.

Whately went through a lengthy

process that began in 2019 with the
creation of a Center School Visioning
Committee to determine the future
of the building, which culminated in a
March 2020 report. In 2022, the town
issued a request for proposals to
lease the building out to a developer,
but received no responses.

In 2023 the town released an RFP
to sell the building and received two
responses, but ultimately voted
against selling the school in March
2024, as the Center School Commit-
tee felt it could come up with a better
use for the building than a private
residence.

Committee seeks grants to
restore 114-year-old building

Center School restoration back on track
WH ATELY

By CHRIS LARABEE
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — Four up-and-
coming entrepreneurs got a boost
and split $10,000 to invest into their
growing businesses Thursday night
in the fourth installment of the “Ta k e
the Floor” pitch competition.

The competition is a part of the
Franklin County Community Devel-
opment Corporation’s UPstart Pro-
gram, which has kick-started both
Take the Floor and the CDC’s En-
trepreneurship Accelerator program
to stimulate the local economy.
Thursday ’s event at Hawks & Reed
Performing Arts Center was emceed
by Max Fripp, who has led the event
for several years.

Take the Floor serves as a way for
early-stage entrepreneurs to present
their business ideas, receive feed-
back from judges and earn prize
money to invest in the community.
The judges were Franklin County
Chamber of Commerce Executive
Director Jessye Deane, the CDC’s
Tricia Wancko, Greenfield Savings
Bank’s Ian Vukovich and Raymond
Lanza-Weil, president of Common
Capital.

Creative category
Ethereal World is a clothing brand

started by Jaylin Charles, 20, along-
side his brother and friend. They de-
sign custom streetwear with the goal
of bringing new fashion to Franklin
C o u n t y.

“Greenfield has a large, diverse
youth community who want original
streetwear clothing,” Charles said.
“Ethereal World fills the void. We are
a group of young, diverse creators
who are bringing new fashion to
Greenfield and beyond.”

In pitching the business, Charles
said their flagship products are T-
shirts and sweatshirts, alongside
limited-time items to drive demand.
Ethereal World’s products are avail-
able online and they have some
items on sale at Filthy Kicks on Main
Street, too.

With the money he earned,
Charles said they want to invest in a
DTG printer, so he doesn’t have to
rely on an outside printer anymore.

“It’s surreal,” Charles said of win-
ning the creative portion of the event,
adding that this additional funding will
“be a big help because I’ve been using
my own money for the business.”

Ethereal World can be found on
instagram @ E t h e r e a l Wr l d . c o .

Food/Beverage/A griculture
categor y

Kneaded Goods Bakery has been
a fixture at the Greenfield Farmers’
Market for more than a year and is
an allergen-friendly bakery started
by rising Greenfield High School se-
nior Shane Toomey.

Toomey whips up allergen-
friendly bagels, cinnamon rolls,
bread, cookies and muffins — as well
as some gluten-free products — from

Thursday marked fourth
installment of ‘Take the Floor’

4 to split
p i tch

co n te s t ’s
$ 10 K

FRANKLIN COUNTY

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Donna Giard of Bernardston works in the retail store at her Where We Create quilt shop and studio in Bernardston.

By ADA DENENFELD KELLY
For the Recorder

BERNARDSTON — After a
year and a half of work, Donna Gi-
ard is opening a quilt shop and stu-
dio called Where We Create at 277
South St.

Giard is holding a soft opening
on Saturday, June 29, from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m.

Walking barefoot through the
homey retail space that she calls
the She Shed, Giard pointed out
various fabrics and materials. “We
have to stop calling it the She Shed
… but it was my She Shed when it
was up in New Hampshire and we

brought it down.”
The retail space, or She Shed if

you will, is located behind Giard’s
home and surrounded by a well-
maintained floral garden, complete
with a table and chairs beneath an
umbrella “for if you bring somebody
with you who’s not a quilter that
wants to sit out — for your hus-
band,” Giard said with a laugh.

A stone pathway completed by lo-
cal contractor Tyler Mankowsky con-
nects the retail space to the studio
space in the basement of Giard’s
home. Large and bright, the studio
space is outfitted with 10 quilting sta-
tions featuring large tables, various

Soft opening scheduled for Where We Create

Creating a place to create
BERNARDS TON

By JULIAN MENDOZA
For the Recorder

GILL — The annual Antenna
Cloud Farm festival is entering its
seventh year providing what Cre-
ative Director Michi Wiancko calls
a “really visceral musical experi-
ence.”

The event, which includes five
concerts and a nine-day “Experi-
mental Institute” retreat, will take
place through mid-August. Primar-
ily held on the Antenna Cloud Farm
property at 25 Green Hill Road, this
year ’s festival continues a tradition
that has been enjoyed by “probably
close to 1,000 [people], if not more”
each year, according to Wiancko.

Musical performances begin this
weekend, with concerts on both Sat-
urday, June 29, and Sunday, June 30.
An event announcement describes
the performers as “renowned artists

and cultural activists who blur gen-
res and defy categories.” Antenna
Cloud Farm also looks to continue
amplifying perspectives of various
ethnic groups, as well as LGBTQ in-
tersectional identities. This inclu-
sion is “reflected on all levels,”

Wiancko said, including staffing and
partnership.

“I just think that the more diverse
something is, the more quality the
experience,” Wiancko said previ-
ously. “I think engaging the variety
and understanding the multitude of

musical styles and artistic back-
grounds around us is a beautiful
thing that enhances quality of life
and quality of art.”

Operations team member and
guest artist Anju Madhok added that
the “truly visionary, gifted artists” tak -
ing the stage are sharing new works.

Majel Connery, a composer,
singer and multi-instrumentalist
who creates immersive musical ex-
periences, will perform alongside
cellist Patricia Santos on the An-
tenna Cloud Farm outdoor stage at
7:30 p.m. on Saturday, June 29.
Joined by bassist/vocalist Devon
Gates and pianist Luciana García,
singer/songwriter Anju Madhok will
take to the indoor stage at 3 p.m. on
Sunday, June 30.

Multimedia artist Wylder Ayres,
joined by vocalist/bassist/mandolin-
ist Indë, will lead the audience
through what they call “folk journal-
ism,” a cinematic reel of Americana-
inspired sounds, during their “Song-

Five concerts, nine-day
institute on tap for summer

Presenting a ‘visceral musical experience’
GILL

FILE PHOTO
Antenna Cloud Farm presents music from its Gill hilltop.

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Bolts of cloth in the retail store at the Where We Create quilt shop and
studio in Bernardston.
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BEACON HILL ROLL CALL

proval to another Xiarhos pro-
posal that would expand
Nero’s Law, passed in 2022,
that requires EMS personnel
to provide basic emergency
treatment to a police dog and
use an ambulance to transport
the dog injured in the line of
duty to a veterinary clinic or
veterinary hospital, if there
are not people requiring emer-
gency medical treatment or
transport at that time. That
law was passed following the
tragic death of Yarmouth Po-
lice Sgt. Sean Gannon who
was shot and killed in the line
of duty. His K-9 partner Nero
was severely injured and had
to be rushed to the animal hos-
pital in the back of a police
cruiser. Nero survived.

The bill permits not just ba-
sic emergency medical treat-

ment, but also advanced life
support care as an option by
those properly trained, if avail-
able and necessary.

“We passed Nero’s Law a
couple of years ago in honor of
K-9 Nero, and as a lasting trib-
ute to fallen Yarmouth Police
Sgt. Sean Gannon, who was
killed in the line of duty in the
same incident where Nero
was injured,” Xiarhos said.
“Law enforcement depends
on police dogs to keep the pub-
lic safe in dangerous situa-
tions. It’s the least we can do
to make sure that these dogs
receive proper emergency
medical care if they are in-
jured through their work.”

Master plans (H 3396)
The House gave initial ap-

proval to a bill that would re-
quire that cities and towns in-
clude a Transportation De-

mand Management (TDM) el-
ement in their master plans.
Sponsors say that TDM studies
policies aimed at giving people
effective, reliable transporta-
tion options, often by spreading
travel across modes, locations,
routes and times of day. The
measure also emphasizes col-
laboration with Transportation
Management Associations

(TMAs) to reduce congestion
and improve mobility.

Supporters said that TDM
and TMA options can help im-
prove transportation equity by
allocating resources to under-
served groups, including non-
drivers, and reduce negative
impacts from driving, such as
congestion, noise, air pollu-
tants and greenhouse gas

emissions. They argued that
implementing TDM policies is
often less expensive for cities
and towns than vehicle-centric
options such as expanding
roads and parking facilities.

“Massachusetts has some
of the worst traffic congestion

in the world. Too often, trans-
portation planning is done on
a project-by-project basis
rather than as part of a holis-
tic, municipality or regional
basis,” said sponsor Rep.
Steven Owens, D-Watertown.
“[My bill] fixes that.”

BEACON HILL FROM B2

“Our thought was that it
was important it be things the
community wanted,” Mark-
land said of the future uses as-
pect of the feasibility study.
Preliminary thoughts include
some sort of affordable hous-
ing or senior housing, or even
a small grocery store in the
basement space, but ulti-
mately it will come down to
what the study identifies.

The Selectboard clarified
that all of the work the Center
School Committee is looking

at is for exterior restoration of
the building, which the town
has kept at the center of the
entire process.

“We made a commitment to
preservation of the building,”
Selectboard member Fred
Baron said, noting that the
RFPs had that as a condition
of any sale. “We are absolutely
firmly committed to having
the exterior of the building re-
stored, but unchanged.”

Chris Larabee can be
reached at clarabee@
re c o r d e r. c o m .

School restoration
WH ATELY FROM B1

weaver Sessions” on Friday,
July 5, from 5 to 7 p.m. at Un-
nameable Books in Turners
Falls. This event is co-pre-
sented with RiverCulture and
is sponsored by the Mas-
sachusetts Cultural Council
and Greenfield Cooperative
Bank. The rain location for the
event is the Shea Theater Arts
Center lobby.

“Having at least one event
out in the community … o f f-
site that’s taking place out-
doors and that’s totally free,
that’s been really wonderful,”
Wiancko said, adding that she
hopes the festival can expand
to be more widespread in the
future. “It’s had great recep-
tion and it helps people find
out who we really are.”

After the July 5 perfor-
mances, Antenna Cloud Farm
invites residents to meet at
Brick & Feather Brewery for
an after-party with beer and
cider, food from Vegan Pizza
Land available for purchase,
and a curated musical playlist
showcasing the Antenna
Cloud Farm artist community.

Easthampton genre-bend-
ing singer Kimaya Diggs will
perform with her full band in a
fusion of R&B, pop and indie
folk on the outdoor stage at
7:30 p.m. on Saturday, July 6.

Next, the Friction Quartet
will perform modernized
chamber music on the indoor
stage at 3 p.m. on Sunday, July

7. Their program includes the
world premiere of a new work
composed by Wiancko.

This year’s Experimental
Institute, which will take place
from Aug. 11 to Aug. 19, re-
ceived three times the number
of applications as last year’s
institute by the May 15 dead-
line, according to Wiancko.
This year’s institute is led by
artist-mentors Mazz Swift, Xe-
nia Rubinos, PaviElle French,
and Michi Wiancko, along with
guest artists Gabriela Lena
Frank and Judd Greenstein.

“The Experimental Insti-
tute is a fully immersive, tu-
ition-free summer intensive
that brings together a cohort of
highly accomplished musical
performing artists and activa-
tors in various stages of their
careers,” the website details.
“Curriculum is centered
around collaborative explo-
ration, artistic excellence, col-
lective liberation and transfor-
mative institutional pedagogy.”

Wiancko said Antenna
Cloud Farm has taken pride in
its progressive ticketing
model, which allows free entry
for youth under 18 and a re-
duced rate for those in need,
no questions asked. Their pri-
ority, she emphasized, is en-
suring locals can “have a re-
ally engaging, intimate and in-
spiring experience.”

Concert tickets and addi-
tional details are available at
antennacloudfar m.com/2024-
concerts.

Gill music festival
GILL FROM B1

his parents’ home. He serves them at his
booth at the market and also provides
some wholesale orders to other busi-
nesses at the market.

“While I am making quality, allergy-
friendly food, it needs to be affordable,”
Toomey said, noting that these special-
ized items often cost more to make and
sell, as “stick for stick, butter is more ex-
pensive.” “I have succeeded, I have defi-
nitely failed. … I’ve watched and learned
what my business needs.”

His plans for growth include improv-
ing Kneaded Goods Bakery’s image and
his marketing, which he said will create
“longevity ” for his business as cus-
tomers will use word-of-mouth market-
ing to promote his work.

“Image means rebuilding my stand
event setup from the ground up,” he
said. “All of that is with the goal of creat-
ing the most alluring and attractive
storefront as possible.”

“God bless your family for having a
microbakery in your house,” joked
Wancko, who asked Toomey about his
plans for growth. Toomey said his

“biggest bottleneck right now” is oven
space, which has caused him to avoid
taking up too many wholesale partner-
ships for now.

Kneaded Goods Bakery can be found
on Instagram: @Kneaded_Goods_Bak-
er y.

Small Business category
Voting in the small business category

ended up in a tie, with Matt Allen’s Valley
Youth Sports and Nikita Unhurian’s UNG
Detailing receiving the same number of
votes.

Allen said Valley Youth Sports is cur-
rently a vision “without a home,” as he
wants to create a “community space for
youth” where families and athletes can
hold practices, come together or partici-
pate in sports academies.

“The biggest problem with Valley
Youth Sports is trying to find a space,”
Allen said, adding that he currently runs a
basketball camp at Smith Academy in
Hatfield.

“As a fellow die-hard sports family,”
Deane said, “there is certainly a need for
off-season training and strength and
conditioning.”

With his prize money, Allen said he
will invest into the LLC annual report fil-
ing fee and help kick-start his basketball
camp. Valley Youth Sports can be found
at valleyyouthsports.org.

Unhurian is an 18-year-old from
Ukraine who moved to the U.S. about six
months ago and is preparing to launch
UNG Detailing, which he said would op-
erate through an app because “that’s
easier ” than picking up the phone and
scheduling an appointment. The com-
pany will have one service package:
“Perfect Condition.”

After a long week, “the last thing you
want to do is clean your car. You call us,
we’ll make everything fast,” he said. His
target is to get the business rolling as
soon as possible and to bring on addi-
tional staff.

“I think you may have detailed our
fabulous host’s minivan,” joked
Vukovich, with Fripp joking that he has
an “adventure van” for his outdoor activ-
ities. He added, “It’s a very clean van
right now.”

Chris Larabee can be reached at
c l a r a b e e @ re c o r d e r. c o m .

Entrepreneurs to split $10K from pitch event

tools and ironing boards. Sewing ma-
chines are available for use and pur-
chase for those who don’t have their
own.

Here, Giard will offer open quilting
time on Mondays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
and Thursdays from 2 to 8 p.m. She also
plans to host various sewing and quilt-
ing classes, some of which she will teach
herself.

“A lot of people around here want to
learn how to sew but there’s nowhere to
go to sew,” Giard said. “And if they don’t
have machines, I have machines they
can use to learn how to sew.”

Giard also has three bedrooms in her
home that she plans to use for boarding
for quilting retreats, which she has just
begun booking.

Giard’s quilting background began in
high school, when a teacher would offer
quilting lessons after school.

“I think there were probably six of us.
We all made our own quilts, and it was
just fun. So on and off over the years I’ve
quilted,” she said.

“We wanted to bring back interest in
quilting and create a place for women to
go … to have fun,” Giard said of the in-
spiration behind Where We Create.

“Quilters have a lot of fun together.”
Giard clarified that the studio is not

just for women, and that everyone is
welcome regardless of gender.

Giard also emphasized her gratitude
for everyone who has helped her open
the new business, including many local

contractors and friends.
“I’ve had a lot of friends help me,”

she said. “I couldn’t have done it without
my girlfriends that stepped up and
helped and cut fabric and tied bundles
and did whatever was needed to get it up
and running.”

Quilt shop holds soft opening in Bernardston

PITCH COMPETITION FROM B1

QUILT SHOP FROM B1

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
The quilting studio space at Where We Create in Bernardston.
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