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REAL ESTATE/CHANGING HANDS

A SHFIELD
Baptist Corner Road (off).

$41,500. B: John A Pinto Re-
vocable Trust and John A.
Pinto. S: William D. Elwell
Investment Trust and
William D. Elwell.

AT HOL
135 Barrett Ave.

$479,900. B: Jean Lavoie
and Lynn Lavoie. S: Royal
Development Projects
LLC.

605 Chestnut St. $50,000.
B: William F. Pacheco. S:
Theresa A. Helie.

43 Pheasant Lane.
$535,000. B: Thiago Gomes
and Marco Calafiore. S: Ja-
son G. Vaillancourt.

DEERFIELD
Upper Road. $95,000. B:

Daniel M. Kuzmeskus and
Marilyn J. Kuzmeskus. S:
Lorna E. Sevene.

GREENFIELD
11 Cedar Glen, Lot 11.

$212,000. B: Annette Maxon.
S: Donald A. Baker Jr. and
Jennifer J. Newton.

50 Highland Ave. $537,000.
B: James M. Sexton and
Hope H. Fitzgerald. S: How-
ell Chickering Revocable

Trust and Howell Chicker-
ing.

14 Myers Farm Road.
$295,000. B: Andrew Conant
and Melanie Conant. S:
Devin R. Tomlinson and
Tyler J. Tomlinson.

119 Shelburne Road.
$308,000. B: Jeffrey Bengtson.

S: Shawn S. Fitzherbert.
215 Wells St. $385,000. B:

DSK Real Estate LLC. S: Ju-
dith B. Stein Revocable
Trust and Carol J. Avonti.

Wells Street (off). $20,000.
B: 163 Wells St. LLC. S: Bin-
ney Road Properties LLC.

HE ATH
21 Lakeview Drive.

$31,000. B: Lori Hinkel. S:
Wendy Breen and John
Breen.

MON TAGUE
13 Coolidge Ave. $307,500.

B: Timothy Sheperd. S:
Rudolph A. Herzig Jr. and
Erin M. Herzig.

91 Taylor Hill Road.
$890,000. B: Zoe C. Abram
and William S. Van Heuve-
len. S: Anna R. Leschen-Lin-
dell.

185 Wendell Road.
$260,000. B: Dowty Family
Trust and Martin E. Dowty.

S: Lisa R. Sweeney.

NEW SALEM
337 Wendell Road.

$330,000. B: Daniel H. Lewis
and Elizabeth J. Tomasz. S:
Donna M. Ballentine and
Edith P. Watson.

OR ANGE
25 Beacon St. $300,000. B:

Finlay Stewart and Kimberly
Stewart. S: Cheryl A. Young.

Lake Avenue. $140,000. B:
Willow Street LLC. S: Joshua
L. Dodge and Jason M.
Dodge.

100 Oaklawn Ave.
$294,000. B: Ryan Hulbert. S:
Jamison E. Kahn.

118 Putnam St. $325,000.
B: Russell Bilodeau. S: Zac-
chary M. Peele and Victoria
L. Peele.

SHELBUR NE
Little Mohawk Road.

$10,000. B: John L. Wheeler

and Carolyn W. Wheeler. S:
Kathleen G. Ainsworth.

SHUTE SBURY
315 Montague Road.

$427,000. B: Adam V. Wellen.
S: J.G. Bernhard Trust and
John G. Bernhard.

SUNDERL AND
194 Montague Road.

$785,000. B: Todd D. Sikorski
and Meghan E. Sikorski. S:
Steven D. Chamberlin Revo-
cable Trust and Steven D.
Chamberlin.

70 Plumtree Road.
$509,000. B: Dallas Hubert
and Trevor Fil. S: Robert L.
Hesseltine Family Trust and
Robert L. Hesseltine.

WH ATELY
105 Webber Road.

$173,300. B: Michael Busa.
S: Michael R. Sorrell 2022
Trust and Michael R. Sor-
rell.

D o you know your
credit score? Equally
important, do you

know how that score is cal-
culated?

This is important infor-
mation to have because it
impacts your standing when
you go to apply for a car
loan, mortgage or credit
card. Yes, a person’s score
plays a big role in determin-
ing not only whether you get
the loan or credit card but
also the interest rate you’re
charged for that credit.

Information on your
credit reports is used to cal-
culate your credit score,
which ranges from a low
score of 300 to an excellent
score of 850. A high score
means that creditors think
you are a solid candidate for
a loan, because you pose
less financial risk and are
more likely to repay a debt.
Yo u ’re more likely to qualify
for a credit card or loan and
pay less for that credit. A
low score means it could be
harder for you to get credit,
and you will likely pay
higher interest rates.

Consumers have more
than one credit score. The
Fair Isaac Corporation score
(commonly referred to as
FICO) developed a method
for calculating credit scores
based on information col-
lected by credit reporting
agencies.

FICO, the one most fre-
quently used by lenders, of-
fers consumers one-time
credit score reports for a fee
and more frequent updates
through a subscription plan.
Account holders with many
credit card issuers can ac-
cess free FICO scores
through services such as
Experian Boost and Credit-
Wise through Capital One.

The three credit report-
ing agencies — Experian,
Equifax and TransUnion —

have developed Van-
tageScore, which you can
get from some credit card
companies or credit moni-
toring services. Some of
these services are free, but
others may require a sub-
scription or a fee, so be sure
to read the fine print before
signing up.

All these evaluations use
the same information from
your credit report to calcu-
late a credit score. Those
factors, important for all
consumers to know, include:

■ Payment history. Do
you pay your bills on time?
Accounts sent to collections,
repossessions and
bankruptcy will hurt your
credit score.

■ Credit history. How
long have you had credit? A
long credit history can boost
your score. A short credit
history may hurt your score,
but paying bills on time and
having low balances can
help counteract that.

■ Available credit. Are
your credit cards maxed
out? If the amount you owe
is close to your credit limit,
it’s likely to hurt your score.

■ Seeking new credit
cards. Have you applied for
new credit lately? If you’ve
applied for too many new ac-
counts recently, lenders may
see that as a negative and
think you are desperate for
credit. Too many “hard in-
quiries” of your credit re-
ports — which means credi-
tors checking after you ap-
ply for new credit — can
also lower your credit score.
Checking your own credit

Factors that go
into that FICO

number tied to you

The mystery of
credit score
c a l c u l at i o n s

ANITA WILSON
CONSUMER CORNER

AP FILE

By ERIN-LEIGH HOFFMAN
Staff Writer

ERVING — With Freedom
Street Brewery, owner and
head brewer Errin Woessner
has successfully fit a full
brewing operation, including
canning and labeling, into a
400-square-foot rental space
in a River Street warehouse.

“Being small, to me, is bet-
t e r, ” Woessner remarked
when discussing the size of
Freedom Street Brewery.

Indeed, Woessner’s craft
started small, with Woessner
brewing beer in his parents’
basement as a hobby. He be-
came serious about brewing
in 2016, at which time he
started to can beer and fill
kegs while working as a chef.
In 2021, Woessner began
working with the Greenfield-
based Franklin County Com-
munity Development Corpo-
ration to formally start Free-
dom Street Brewery, which he
named after the street he
grew up on.

Woessner said working
with the Franklin County
CDC “really jumped things
ahead.”

“We were kind of playing
the hypothetical thing, think-
ing, ‘Someday I’d like to retire
and open a brewery,’” Wo e s s -
ner recalled.

Thinking ahead to create a
formal brewery was the plan,
until a space at 1 River St. be-
came available.

The building had two water
sources to use for brewing
and enough initial space for
equipment, making it a hard
opportunity to pass up,

Woessner said. Two other
prospective renters were on
the waiting list to move in, so
Woessner took the opportu-
nity and Freedom Street
Brewery officially became a
limited liability company in
February 2022.

Since 2022, Woessner has
worked to create a collection
of returning beers in different
styles, plus seasonal flavors
for the fall and summer. While
brewing smaller quantities,
he is able to prioritize high-
quality hops from the Yakima
Valley in Washington state
and fresh fruit from a local
farm in western Mas-
sachusetts.

Staying true to the idea
that smaller is better, Free-
dom Street Brewery labels,
cans and distributes the prod-
uct from its warehouse space
rather than outsourcing those
services. Woessner’s family
has helped out with local dis-
tribution and his fiance,
Heather K. Weber, designs
the labels for all the beers.

“I started drawing ideas
for what a label might look
like, just playing around be-
fore we had even really gotten
into anything other than just
home brewing batches for
ourselves to test out,” We b e r
recalled.

Once Freedom Street

Brewery began brewing beer
to sell, Weber began using a
design tablet to digitally cre-
ate the labels.

“I use a lot of vibrant col-
ors, and sometimes it has a
little bit of a cartoon aspect.
Normally, I’ll go with the fla-
vor profiles and components
of the ales and beers, what-
ever we have,” Weber said of
her design process. The
phoenix design for the brew-
ery ’s logo came from Woess-
ner, creating a unique design
that signifies strength and
freedom.

The last two years have

Freedom Street Brewery runs full operation from 400-square-foot space

A goal of quality over quantity

ERV ING

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Errin Woessner of Freedom Street Brewery in Erving pours a double IPA called Revi ve.

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
A selection of beverages from Freedom Street Brewery in Erving.SEE CREDI T B4

SEE BRE WERY B4
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score or ordering your
credit reports will not affect
it.

■ Credit variety. How
many credit accounts have
you had and what kinds of
accounts are they? If you
have had a variety of differ-
ent loans and lines of credit,
and pay them on time, it can
help your
credit score.

Of the
factors listed
above, pay-
ment history
and credit
history carry
the most
weight, ac-
cording to
FICO. This
means you
may have a
different
score than
your spouse
or partner,
even if you are co-signers on
the same credit accounts. If
one has a longer credit his-
tory, for example, their score
may be higher.

Because the information
in your credit reports is
used to calculate your credit
score, it is advisable to
check your credit reports to
ensure they contain accu-
rate information. Request
copies from Experian,
Equifax and TransUnion by
calling 877-322-8228 or visit-
ing annualcreditreport.com.

Check them over care-
fully to make sure there are
no mistakes or accounts you
d i d n’t open and that your
payment history is accurate.
If any report contains incor-
rect information, report it to
the credit reporting com-
pany so it doesn’t hurt your
credit score.

Other ways to improve
your credit score include
making payments on time
every time. If you miss a
payment, pay it as soon as
possible. If you are unable to
pay, reach out to the creditor
right away to try to negoti-
ate a payment plan.

It is also advisable to
avoid running close to your
credit limit. Keeping your
credit card balance at less
than 30% of the credit limit
can help your credit score.
You don’t need to keep a
small monthly balance on
your credit cards to show
you are creditworthy. On the
contrary, paying off the bal-
ance every month will help
your credit score and save
you money because you

w o n’t be paying interest on
the balance.

Only apply for the credit
you need. If you open sev-
eral new accounts in a short
period of time, your credit
score may go down. Think
about whether you really
need to open a store credit
card, for example, just to get
a discount or whether it’s
wiser to pay cash or use a

credit card
you already
have.

Yo u n g e r
adults gener-
ally have
lower credit
scores or no
credit score
because they
d o n’t have an
established
credit history.
They can ac-
tually build
their credit
history by
opening a

student or secured credit
card once they turn 18. Be-
coming an authorized user
on a parent’s credit card can
help build credit if the bill is
paid on time and the card
i s n’t maxed out.

Some banks and credit
unions offer small “credit-
builder ” loans that can help
boost credit scores if the
payments are made on time
and reported to all three
credit bureaus.

An invitation to you
Finally, if you have a con-

sumer question or problem,
chances are others do, too. I
invite anyone to email me
with any consumer ques-
tions you would like an-
swered. I will try to provide
the answers in this space.
To send along your ques-
tions, email Anita.Wilson@
m a s s . g o v.

To reach the Consumer
Protection Unit of the North-
western District Attorney’s
Office to discuss an individ-
ual issue, you can call the
Greenfield office at 413-774-
3186 or the Northampton of-
fice at 413-586-9225. You may
find helpful information about
consumer issues at North -
wester nDA .org/consumer-
protection-unit.

Anita Wilson is director of
the Northwestern District
Attor ney’s Office Con-
sumer Protection Unit,
which is a Local Consumer
Program working in coop-
eration with the Office of
the Massachusetts Attor-
ney General.

www.recor der.com

for up-to-date

WEATHER
INFORMATION

CREDI T FROM B3

Consumer Corner:
Credit math

Because the
information in your

credit reports is used
to calculate your
credit score, it is

advisable to check
your credit reports to
ensure they contain

accur ate
inf ormation.

been a “building time” for the
business, as Woessner de-
scribed it. Now, he is ready to
begin expanding sales into
more local stores, bars and
restaurants. Woessner works
as a chef, but hopes to make
Freedom Street Brewery his
full-time job in the next year.

Although the goal is to ex-

pand, Woessner still seeks to
maintain the homegrown
feeling that he takes pride in.

“In the future, we are look-
ing at getting more equip-
ment and opening a tap-
room,” Woessner added.

Weber has seen Freedom
Street Brewery grow from its
early stages, and anticipates
the brewery will take off even
more as plans to expand are

brought to fruition.
“It’s something that has

expanded, and [Woessner]
continues to be so enthusias-
tic about that. It really por-
trays that toward others and
gets them interested,” We -
ber said. “So I honestly feel
like it’s going to take off re-
ally quickly once people
know about it.”

Right now, Freedom Street

Brewery sends beer to eight
different merchants in Erv-
ing, Athol, Bernardston,
Northfield, Millers Falls and
Turners Falls. For more infor-
mation, visit the brewery’s
website at freedom-
street.square.site.

Erin-Leigh Hoffman can be
reached at ehoffman@
recorder.com or 413-930-4231.
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Brewery focusing on quality over quantity

With taxes unpaid, club’s police
detail requirements reinstated

WH ATELY

By CHRIS LARABEE
Staff Writer

WHATELY — With taxes
unpaid as of Tuesday evening,
the Selectboard has opted to
reinstate the police detail re-
quirement at Club Castaway
for Thursday, Friday and Sat-
urday nights.

The decision at Tuesday’s
Selectboard meeting came
after the club’s owners did
not show up to the continua-
tion of a variance hearing
that would have scaled back
the club’s police detail re-
quirements to just Friday
and Saturday nights.

At the June 10 meeting, it
was revealed the club owed
about $3,000 for police details
and about $2,200 in delinquent
tax payments, which resulted
in the Selectboard requiring
those bills to be paid ahead of
this week’s meeting. Trea-
surer/Collector Amy
Schrader said the club owes
$1,118 each for the third and
fourth quarter tax periods,
which were due Feb. 1 and
May 1, respectively.

“I don’t see any reason to

be accommodating,” S e l e c t-
board member Joyce
Palmer-Fortune said Tues-
day, emphasizing that Club
Castaway has a “track record
of pushing on” the conditions
set on the liquor and enter-
tainment license. The club
was briefly shuttered in early
2020 for a condition violation,
as a stone wall that was de-
signed to act as a noise buffer
was never built.

“I think we made it clear
last time, you need to pay
your taxes,” Pa l m e r- Fo r t u n e
added. “I’m not in favor of
loosening the conditions un-
der the current circum-
stances.”

Club co-owner Nick Spag-
nola said Wednesday morning
that the club is addressing the
payments this week.

“We realized that we are
unable to receive mail at our
mailbox at our property and
must install a new mailbox
across the road. We are ad-
dressing the issue this
week,” Spagnola said. “Club
Castaway does not intend to
adversely affect the finan-
cial planning of the town of
W h a t e l y. ”

He said the police detail
payments are from the winter,
when business was much
slower compared to now.

“As for police invoices, the
issue arose due to quieter op-
erational months in January
and February. The town is
aware that payments are be-
ing made in full this week,”
Spagnola added. “It is impor-

tant to note that police details
are typically compensated on
a nightly basis, a practice that
has been consistent for sev-
eral months.”

While the Selectboard
opted to require the police de-
tails for Thursday, Friday and
Saturday nights, Police Chief
James Sevigne Jr. reiterated
his opinion that there doesn’t
need to be a police detail re-
quirement at all.

“If we’re going to con-
tinue doing Thursday, Fri-
day, Saturday, that’s going to
be a hardship for the Police
Department. … I don’t feel
that we necessarily need to
be there,” Sevigne said, not-
ing it’s hard enough to fill
shifts, let alone details on
weekend nights, and he can’t
call in outside departments
to help. “To mandate for
something that’s not going to

be paid for anyways, that’s
going to hurt the town.”

The Selectboard will con-
tinue to communicate with
the Police Department about
the matter, but in the mean-
time, Club Castaway is free to
continue to operate with po-
lice details on the weekend.

“We are committed to
showcasing the best of erotic
entertainment and are ex-
cited to announce an expan-
sion of our operating hours to
Monday through Saturday,”
Spagnola said. “A d d i t i o n a l l y,
we are broadening our enter-
tainment offerings to include
more inclusive events, aiming
to cater to a diverse range of
preferences for our western
Massachusetts patrons.”

Chris Larabee can be
reached at clarabee@
re c o r d e r. c o m .

Co-owner says
payments for
taxes, police

details will be
‘made in full

this week’

STAFF FILE PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Club Castaway at 226 State Road in Whately.

Fre e d o m
St reet

Brewer y
owner Errin

Woes sner
at his

b rewi ng
operat ion
in Erving.
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