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Info session to share pocket park design
BUCKL AND

By VIRGINIA RAY
For the Recorder

BUCKLAND — The com-
mittee that’s working to cre-
ate a bicycle-themed pocket
park on Conway Street is hold-
ing a public information ses-
sion to share the architectural
plan developed by Walter Cud-
nohufsky Associates Inc.

The meeting will be held
Thursday, April 11, at 6:30 p.m.
at Town Hall. Once the con-
ceptual design for Buckland
Riverview Park is presented

to the community, it will go to
the Selectboard for approval.

The Franklin County Com-
munity Development Corpo-
ration is serving as the pro-
ject’s fiscal sponsor, holding
and managing all grants and
money received. The Franklin
County CDC has taken this
role for several projects of the
Shelburne Falls Initiative.

First that group worked
with artist Cynthia Fisher to
create the riverwalk from the
Bridge of Flowers to The Mill
at Shelburne Falls with her
mosaics, then the pocket park
committee was formed to cre-
ate this bike-themed park.

In 2023, the group was
funded by MassDevelop-
ment with a matching

$50,000 grant.
“Basically, we’ve been able

to work with the town to get
this done,” said grant author
and fundraiser Whit Sanford.

With ongoing infrastruc-
ture upgrades in that neigh-
borhood having started this
week, the plan is to also install
a system that will help the
town remedy drainage prob-
lems from Depot Street to
Conway Street. As the town
has started to make the
needed repairs, Sanford said,
it has been possible to create
the first landing to the park,
which will include a fully ac-
cessible pavilion and a fix-it
station for bicyclists.

The goal this year, accord-
ing to Sanford, is to start the

first phase of construction
that will include the ramp,
pavilion, and a space to sit and
view the river. The second
phase will be a spiral staircase
to Depot Street and a fully ac-
cessible viewing station.

“You get to see Shelburne
Fa l l s , ” Sanford said. “It’s re-
ally quite exciting, and it’s just
people wanting to do some-
thing for their community.”

Sanford added she hopes to
soon hear from the Mas-
sachusetts Office of Travel
and Tourism regarding poten-
tial grant money to “get
through the first phase this
year. I’m hoping and begin-
ning to figure out how we’ll
raise the last bit for the sec-
ond phase.”

Meeting set for
Thursday at 6:30 p.m.

at Town Hall

MON TAGUE/ERVING NOT EBOOK
Pollinator gardens,
cannabis subject of
wor kshop

ERVING — The Erving
Public Library will host a
workshop that will include dis-
cussion about backyard polli-
nator gardens and organic
cannabis on Thursday, April
11, at 5:30 p.m.

Puzzle swap
set for Sunday

ERVING — The Erving
Public Library will host a puz-
zle swap on Sunday, April 14,
from 1 to 3 p.m. Attendees
d o n’t need to bring a puzzle in
order to take a puzzle.

Learn about
amphibian life with
Mass Audubon

ERVING — Mass Audubon
will lead a “Fantastic Frogs”

program for children ages 6 to
12 at the Erving Public Li-
brary on Sunday, April 14, at 11
a.m. Sign-up is required by
calling 413-423-3348.

Public comments
sought on Digital
Equity Plan

MONTAGUE — The draft

Montague Digital Equity Plan
is available for public com-
ment through April 26.

Comments and questions
may be sent to Ted Harvey,
FRCOG senior economic de-
velopment planner, via email
at tharvey@frcog.org or 413-
774-3167, ext. 165.

To view the draft plan and
to learn more, visit montague-
ma.gov/p/1532.

Family craft
activities highlight
Eastern European
cultur e

TURNERS FALLS — He-
lena Alves and Patty Solomon,
museum educators from the
Pocumtuck Valley Memorial
A s s o c i a t i o n’s Deerfield Teach-
ers’ Center, will lead drop-in
family craft activities pertain-
ing to Eastern European cul-
ture at the Great Falls Discov-
ery Center on Friday, April 19,
from 1 to 5 p.m.

Attendees can explore
pysanky egg painting and pa-
per cutting designs, and see
traditional clothing and cos-
tumes that can be fitted for pa-
per dolls. Visitors can also
dress up in period costumes
and take selfies.

This free event is pre-
sented by PVMA and funded
by Mass Humanities as part of
the Expanding Massachusetts

Stories initiative. All ages are
welcome.

April 21: French/
Breton jam session

TURNERS FALLS — The
Great Falls Discovery Cen-
ter invites residents to a

French/Breton jam session
on Sunday, April 21, from 2:30
to 4:30 p.m.

An informal group of mu-
sicians will gather to play
traditional dance music from
France and Brittany, com-
monly known as balfolk. All
ages are welcome.
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ANNUAL 
AWARD
in partnership with the 

United Way of the Franklin 
and Hampshire Region

Franklin County residents, 
submit your nominations 

for our

YOUNG 
COMMUNITY 

LEADER AWARD 
The YCLA will recognize a person 

between the ages of 15 and 22 who 
resides in Franklin or Hampshire County, 
and has contributed through community 

involvement and volunteerism.
A $500 prize will be awarded, 

half to be donated to a charity of 
the award recipient’s choice.

Awards will be presented at the 
Annual Celebration of the United Way of

 the Franklin and Hampshire Region on June 13.

Any Franklin County resident awarded will also 
be honored at the Franklin County Chamber’s 

Legislative Breakfast in late June.

Nominations must be received 
by FRIDAY, APRIL 26, 2024

Nominations will be reviewed by a 
committee made up of representatives 

from the Gazette, Recorder, the 
United Way of the Franklin and 

Hampshire Region and Franklin County 
Chamber of Commerce.

Visit 
www.recorder.com 

to nominate 
someone today!

United Way of the
Franklin & Hampshire Region

United Way of the Franklin
and Hampshire Region
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