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By DOMENIC POLI
Staff Writer

ORANGE — The Select-
board voted this week to ap-
prove emergency borrowing
of up to $1.5 million to replace
the Orange Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility’s three influent
pumps after one of them failed
a few weeks ago.

Town Administrator
Matthew Fortier explained
there is a strong likelihood Or-
ange will secure a 20-year
loan, at 2% interest, through
the state Department of Envi-

ronmental Protection’s re-
volving fund loan program.

“I don’t like borrowing
money but … we most likely
will be able to get the state re-
volving fund loan. So it’s a good
loan,” Fortier said.

The borrowing must now be
approved by voters at a Spe-
cial Town Meeting held imme-
diately before Annual Town
Meeting in June.

Wastewater Superintendent
Oscar Rodriguez previously ex-
plained that an emergency situa-
tion was caused by the failure of
a 21-year-old influent pump, one

of three on site designed to take
in sewage from the facility’s col-
lection system and distribute it
throughout the rest of the
wastewater system. Fortier said
Rodriguez and his crew man-
aged to prevent sewage from en-
tering the Millers River.

“We avoided an environmen-
tal issue by getting an emer-
gency pump truck on site. Oscar
and his team down there had to
stay overnight for, like, two days,
monitoring, pushing buttons,
turning switches and keeping
sewage out of the river,” Fo r t i e r
said at Wednesday’s Selectboard

meeting. “They did a great job.”
The town’s sewer commis-

sioners, who primarily serve as
the Selectboard, approved the
rental of a bypass pumping sys-
tem at an emergency meeting
on March 9. Rodriguez has said
the bypass system consists of
two electrical pumps hardwired
into the wastewater system and
two diesel-powered pumps
meant to alleviate any issue with
the electrical pumps. At
Wednesday ’s meeting, Fortier
said the system has been set up

Borrowing must now be approved by Town Meeting voters in June

Board OKs $1.5M for wastewater plant repairs
OR ANGE
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Orange Town Administrator Matthew Fortier, left, speaks to
the Selectboard while Administrative Assistant Brianne
Bruso looks on at Wednesday’s meeting.

By CHRIS LARABEE
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — With a
$125,000 grant, the Franklin
County Community Development
Corporation is partnering with
Springfield Neighborhood Hous-
ing Services over the next two
years to introduce technical assis-
tance and mini grants to early-
stage businesses in Springfield.

The funding will help Franklin
County CDC and Springfield Neigh-
borhood Housing Services work
with budding entrepreneurs, partic-

ularly those from
underserved com-
munities, to help
get their businesses
off the ground while
also creating a mu-
tually beneficial
network between
the two agencies.

“The focus is on
low- and moderate-

income people and people who
h a v e n’t used our services tradition-
a l l y, ” said Franklin County CDC Ex-
ecutive Director John Waite. “By
having our colleagues down there,
we’ll learn from them and they’ll
learn from us.”

Small businesses, Waite said, are
the “backbone of our towns in west-
ern Mass.” and some of those busi-
nesses may grow and hire people,
which in turn grows the economy,
while others are providing valuable
services to residents.

Funding comes from the M&T
Charitable Foundation, which is the
philanthropic arm of M&T Bank.

“We are genuinely excited to part-
ner with the FCCDC to reshape eq-
uity, justice and access for small busi-
nesses in western Massachusetts,”
Jeff Hamilton, president and CEO of
Springfield Neighborhood Housing
Services, said in a statement. “Wi t h
the support from M&T Charitable
Fo u n d a t i o n’s Amplify Fund, Spring-
field NHS will amplify our initiatives
to support small businesses, provid-
ing access to the support and funding
often denied to historically under-
served small business owners.”

Waite said the grant will allow
Springfield Neighborhood Hous-
ing Services to hire a dedicated
technical assistance staff member
to help businesses get through the
difficult early stages, which will
mirror the work the Franklin
County CDC has been doing for
decades in Greenfield.

Mini grants, averaging around
$5,000, can also help clear the fi-
nancial hurdles — such as first
and last months’ rent for retail
space or a small piece of equip-
ment — that stop businesses from
getting off the ground.

Waite said there is a simple list of
criteria for a business to be eligible:
the business has to work with the
CDC, have a strong business plan,
be lower income and have some of

Technical assistance,
mini grants offered to
budding entrepreneurs

$125K grant
funding biz
a ss i s ta n ce

pa r t n e rs h i p

WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS

By DOMENIC POLI
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — Residents

can pick up blue trash bags to fill
with litter for free curbside pickup
at any time of year. But, says the
man who organizes the Franklin
County Rivers Cleanup, what bet-
ter month to remind people about
that fact than the one that includes
Earth Day?

According to David Boles, people

can get these blue bags at the De-
partment of Public Works at 189
Wells St., the John Zon Community
Center at 35 Pleasant St. and the
Recreation Department offices at 20
Sanderson St. to collect litter around
the greater Greenfield area. These
bags will be picked up for free with-
out the need for a trash bag sticker.

However, only litter that will fit in the
blue bag will be picked up and no
household items are allowed.

“The end goal here is that people
in the greater Greenfield area use
these blue bags to collect litter and
trash that happens to be in their

Cleanup organizer looks to
raise awareness of service as

Earth Day approaches

Blue trash bags available for litter cleanup
GREENFIELD
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Montague Public Libraries Director Caitlin Kelley, pictured in Carnegie Public Library in Turners Falls.

Staff Report

MONTAGUE — The Montague
Public Libraries have been selected
as one of 310 libraries to participate in
round two of Libraries Transforming
Communities: Accessible Small and
Rural Communities, an American Li-
brary Association (ALA) initiative.

This initiative provides commu-
nity engagement and accessibility
resources to small and rural li-
braries to help them better serve
people with disabilities. The award
comes with a $20,000 grant that will
help the library better serve those in
the community with vision impair-
ments or hearing loss.

“This grant will allow our li-
brary to get to know our residents
with disabilities better,” said Mon-
tague Public Libraries Director
Caitlin Kelley. “It will help us im-
prove our services and empower
those facing challenges to provide
input on the collections and re-
sources designed for them.”

Kelley said the grant was sought
following a review of data regarding
local seniors gathered by Montague

Mass in Motion, which was focused
on their challenges and how the
community could help.

“We learned there isn’t easily ac-
cessible information about what is
going on in town,” Kelley said.

Kelley added that the website
can sometimes be a challenge to
navigate, and so part of the fund-
ing will be used to develop a new
site that is Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA)-compliant and
easily printable. Kelley added that
the site will use bright colors and
not have any text on the photos.
She hopes the new site will be up
and running by next winter. Some
funding will also be used to pur-
chase assistive technology to help
those with disabilities navigate
the library more easily.

“Our hope is we will provide the
community better information on
available services,” Kelley said,
and make patrons “better able to
engage in public discourse on
community events.”

Library staff will organize com-
munity forums, surveys and one-on-
one conversations with members of
their target audience. Feedback will
be collected to identify residents’ as-
sistive technology needs and grant
funds will be used to purchase both
circulating and non-circulating col-
lections of assistive devices.

The libraries will also develop an
accessibility plan, policies and staff
training to support equitable library
programming, services and spaces.

Those interested in getting in-
volved should contact Kelley at li-
brar ydirector@montague-ma.gov
or call Carnegie Public Library at
413-863-3214, ext. 6.

Since 2014, ALA’s Libraries
Transforming Communities initia-

tive has reimagined the role li-
braries play in supporting communi-
ties. Libraries of all types have used
free dialogue and deliberation train-
ing and resources to lead commu-
nity forums, take part in anti-vio-
lence activities, provide a space for
residents to discuss challenging top-
ics, and have productive conversa-
tions with civic leaders, library
trustees and staff.

Funding supports buying
assistive technology,
enhancing website

$20K grant boosts library access

MON TAGUE

JOHN WAITE

SEE EN TREPRENEURS B3

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Carnegie Public Library on Avenue A in Turners Falls.

SEE R E PA I RS B3

SEE TRASH BAGS B3
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marijuana use. The measure
exempts prevention programs
for youth, youth educational
programs or substance abuse
programs related to mari-
juana use. Any event orga-
nizer who violates this law
would be fined $2,000 but the
fine would not be imposed if
the organizer reasonably re-
lied on IDs that turned out to
be fake.

“This [existing] loophole
contradicts laws that prohibit
cannabis consumption for
people younger than 21,” said
sponsor Rep. Hannah Kane,
R-Shrewsbury. “Closing this
loophole will provide clarity
and prevent youths from at-
tending cannabis-related
events.”

Change language in law
that created councils on
aging (H 624)

The House gave initial ap-
proval to legislation that
would change some language
in the 50-year-old law that cre-
ated councils on aging in local
cities and towns. Changes in-
clude deleting language that
refers to “problems of the ag-
ing” and replacing it with “the
needs of older adults;” delet-
ing language that calls work-
ers “clerks” and replacing it
with language that calls work-
ers “staff;” and adding “and
delivering services” to the lan-
guage in the bill that gives the
council the authority to “car r y
out programs.”

Supporters said the bill
modernizes the language in a
50-year-old law that created
councils on aging at a time
when there were very few se-
nior centers. They noted that
the number of councils on ag-
ing and senior centers has
grown to 350 and said the bill

updates the statute to reflect
the modern functioning of
these critical centers.

Sponsor Rep. Kate Don-
aghue, D-Westborough, said
she is thrilled that the bill re-
ceived initial approval. “I filed
this bill because senior cen-
ters are integral parts of each
community, serving as a re-
source for every older adult
and providing comprehensive
programming and services to
support the needs of the grow-
ing number of older adults
across the commonwealth.”

Free menstrual products
(H 563)

The House gave initial ap-
proval to a proposal that
would require all public
schools with grades 6-12 stu-
dents to maintain free men-
strual products, including
sanitary napkins and tam-
pons, in restrooms and to
make them available in a
“convenient manner that
does not stigmatize any per-
sons seeking the products.”

“Requiring schools to pro-
vide free menstrual products
will not only reduce distrac-
tions throughout the day but
will also reduce embarrass-
ment by guaranteeing that
essential health items are
readily available when
needed,” said sponsor Rep.
Jeff Roy, D-Franklin. “Such
access ensures that students
can attend classes and par-
ticipate in extracurricular
activities without interrup-
tion. Toilet paper and paper
towels are available free of
charge at high schools and
middle schools, and men-
strual products are no less
essential to a student’s well-
being. No student should
face any barrier, financial or
otherwise, to accessing ba-
sic health essentials.”

BEACON HILL ROLL CALL

ROLL CALL FROM B2
its own money behind it.

“A lot of people have an
idea, but to move the idea to
implementation takes a lot of
work and some money,”
Waite said, adding that tech-
nical assistance or a small
grant, which doesn’t need to
be repaid, can “really help

kick-start a small business.”
It is the second round of

M&T’s Amplify Fund pro-
gram, which has provided
more than $8 million to 68
nonprofits in New England
and New York.

“Through the Amplify
Fund, we are committed to
continuing our partnership
with organizations like the

FCCDC that work hand-in-
hand with community mem-
bers in the field to provide
the critical resources and
programming necessary to
truly make a difference,”
Dominique Goss, executive
director of the M&T Chari-
table Foundation, said in a
statement. “At M&T, ad-
dressing the institutional-

ized and systemic issues
preventing disadvantaged
communities from access-
ing opportunities and
achieving long-term suc-
cess is key to our mission as
a community bank.”

Chris Larabee can be
reached at clarabee@
re c o r d e r. c o m .

Grant funds Franklin County CDC partnership
EN TREPRENEURS FROM B1

at a cost of $45,000, plus a
$15,000 rental fee for every
month the town has it. It
must remain in place until
the failed influent pump
can be repaired.

Fortier mentioned
monthly loan payments
would likely be about
$3,000, as opposed to the
$15,000 monthly fee to rent
the bypass pumping sys-
tem from Sunbelt Rentals.

The Selectboard also
voted Wednesday to autho-
rize Rodriguez and Fortier
to continue working with
DPC Engineering “to pro-
cure certain mechanical
and electrical supplies”
needed to fix the failed in-
fluent pump.

Reach Domenic Poli at:
dpoli@recorder.com or
413-930-4120.

$1.5M for
re pa i rs

R E PA I RS FROM B1

v i c i n i t y, ” Boles said, adding
that any garbage collected is
guaranteed not to make its
way into a Connecticut River
tributary and pollute drinking
w a t e r.

In April, blue trash bags
can also be obtained at the
Garden Cinemas at 361 Main
St. The theater will also hold a

free showing of “The Lorax,”
an animated film with an envi-
ronmentalist message and
based on the 1971 Dr. Seuss
book of the same name, at 10
a.m. on Saturday, April 20. The
showing is sponsored by the
Greenfield Police Association.

Boles noted April is a good
month for community
cleanup because vegetation
is not yet overgrown. He also

mentioned the roadways
leading into Greenfield and
the downtown area in partic-
ular have significant amounts
of trash, “which could use
some attention.”

“We don’t want Greenfield
to be a trashed city,” he said.

Reach Domenic Poli at:
dpoli@recorder.com or
413-930-4120.

Blue bags available to pick up litter
TRASH BAGS FROM B1

STAFF FILE PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
David Boles cleans up a vacant lot on Wells Street in Greenfield alongside a handful of
volunteers in 2021. As Earth Day approaches in April, Boles is reminding residents that
they can pick up blue trash bags to fill with litter for free curbside pickup.
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bryanhobbsremodeling.com

INSULATION • CELLULOSE & SPRAYFOAM
DOORS & WINDOWS

BLOWER DOOR TESTING & AIR SEALING

413-775-9006
bryanhobbsremodeling@gmail.com

More Than 30 Years Experience
Fully Insured

Now accepting Credit Cards
Lic # 083982
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MOVING 
FORWARD:

FROM INCARCERATION TO COMMUNITY

All are welcome!
FREE Admission

RSVP requested for lunch

• Education
• Legal Issues
• Employment
• The Lived Experience
• Addiction and Recovery

St. John’s Episcopal Church
6 South Street, Ashfield

stjohnsashfield.org/forum/stjohnsashfield.org/forum/
APRIL 13th 2024 • 8:30AM - 1:30PM

“You learn some great 

history and stories 

that you’d never have 

known without meeting 

these people. They’re all 

unique and special in 

their own way.” 

Alan Coutinho,Volunteer 
Meals on Wheels Driver 

413.773.5555 | 978.544.2259 | 800.732.4636
Info@LifePathMA.org | LifePathMA.org

Find your story. 

Volunteer with LifePath.

THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS AND BUSINESSES WHO JOINED FORCES TO CREATE 
THIS CHALLENGE OPPORTUNITY: Daily Hampshire Gazette, Greenfield Savings Bank, 

Marisa Labozzetta and Martin Wohl, PeoplesBank, and The Berry Foundation.
 

Together, THEY WILL MATCH EVERY DOLLAR DONATED to this program (up to $12,000.00).
That means, you have the opportunity to DOUBLE THE IMPACT OF YOUR CONTRIBUTION!

Monthly (October-May) United Way volunteers 
visit 35 Franklin and Hampshire County preschool 
and kindergarten classrooms, reading to and 
handing out free, new, age-appropriate books 
to nearly 500 young readers. The high-interest 
books focus on themes that align with UWFH 
values and mission, including diversity, 
kindness, and ways to help one’s community. 

As schools work to remedy learning gaps 
exacerbated by the pandemic, reading 
support is needed more than ever. 

Help the United Way expand this important 
community resource. We hope that you will make 
a gift at any level toward the $12,000 Read! Learn! 
Succeed! Challenge. Help us support this import-
ant and much-needed program in our community.

$12,000 CHALLENGE!

United Way of the 
Franklin and 
Hampshire Region

Match Your Donation By Visiting
uw-fh.org/reading-program

Send a check payable to UW-FH, 
PO Box 123, Northampton, MA 01061 

or Call 413-584-3962


