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By CHRIS LARABEE
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — As the
Franklin County Community
Development Corporation
takes the lead on two existing
entrepreneurial programs, it
is bolstering those programs
with a new UPstart initiative.

UPstart is the expansion of
the already-existing Take the
Floor and Entrepreneurship
Accelerator programs, which
help up-and-coming business
owners earn funding or train-
ing, coaching and consulting
for their small businesses.

Previously, Take the Floor,
a business pitch competition
where winners earned invest-
ment funding, was run by
Greenfield Community Col-
lege and its Director of Inno-
vation and Entrepreneurship
Max Fripp, while the En-
trepreneurship Accelerator
has been run by Orange’s
LaunchSpace and Green-
field’s Greenspace CoWork in
a partnership with GCC.
Fripp, who is now the director
of the BEACON program for
the Collaborative for Educa-
tional Services, will continue
to lead the programs.

“We want to make it solid so
people can count on it … by us
hosting it; it’s not as grant-de-
pendent,” said Franklin
County CDC Executive Direc-
tor John Waite. “This is open
to everybody and anybody.”

On top of some of the
agency ’s own funding, UP-
start is also being funded
with an $80,000 Urban
Agenda Grant Program
award under the state’s Com-
munity One Stop for Growth
grant umbrella, which allows
for free participation in both
Take the Floor and the En-
trepreneurship Accelerator.

In a statement, Fripp said
shifting the pair of programs
under the Franklin County
CDC’s leadership will ensure
the region’s newest busi-
nesses can get the support
they need to thrive.

“From the beginning of my
entrepreneurship work in this
region, the FCCDC has been a
key partner,” Fripp said. “By

integrating programs like
Take the Floor and the En-
trepreneurship Accelerator
into the FCCDC, we will be
better positioned to support
start-up businesses through
all phases of the business de-
velopment cycle, from start-
up, launch, and ultimately
growth and financial sustain-
a b i l i t y. ”

In the last two years, Take
the Floor, with the help of lead
sponsor Franklin First Federal
Credit Union, has invested
$20,000 in seven en-
trepreneurs’ businesses, in-
cluding in The Rainbow Rack
and Filthy Kicks, the shoe
store that recently signed a
two-year lease at a Main Street
storefront in Greenfield.

While Take the Floor is a
series of pitch events, the En-
trepreneurship Accelerator is
a six-month intensive pro-
gram that provides training,
coaching and consulting for
early-stage entrepreneurs and
small business owners in
Franklin County. The program
assisted 10 business owners
around the region last year
and Waite is hopeful to expand
that reach in 2024.

“Launching UPstart is an
important step in helping to in-
crease the number of en-
trepreneurs, and ultimately
new businesses, that the FC-
CDC is able to support in
Franklin County,” Waite said.
“We are confident that this
work will serve as a catalyst
for new business development
in our region that leads to
thriving businesses and good-
paying jobs.”

Both Take the Floor and
the Entrepreneurship Accel-
erator will kick off this month.
Take the Floor’s first pitch
contest will take place on Jan.
25 and registration is open for
that session, as well as subse-
quent ones in March and May.
The Entrepreneurship Accel-
erator ’s first session will be
held on Jan. 31. To sign up for
either program, visit fc-
cdc.org/get-started.

Chris Larabee can be
reached at clarabee@
recorder.com or 413-930-4081.

Franklin County CDC taking lead on two
existing programs to help small businesses

UPstart initiative to
expand programs
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Jason Garcia presents his mobile vehicle detailing business,
Distance Detailing, to the crowd at Hawks & Reed
Performing Arts Center during the Take the Floor pitch event
in July 2022. As the Franklin County Community
Development Corporation takes the lead on Take the Floor, it
plans to bolster the program.

By DOMENIC POLI
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — The
Garden Cinemas plans to
experiment for two months
by showing movies with
open captions to determine
the popularity of doing so.

The Main Street theater
already provides assistive
listening devices and closed-
captioning viewer screens
for those with hearing im-
pairments, and will use this
pilot program to find out if
the accommodation affects
business on Wednesdays,
historically the theater’s
slowest day of the week.

“Some theaters are start-
ing to experiment with it to
see what will work and what
w o n’t work,” co-owner Isaac
Mass said, adding that it is
becoming more common to
see city theaters try open
captions. “To see it in a rural
market is pretty rare.”

Open captions always are
in view and cannot be turned
off, whereas closed captions,
available on YouTube and
televisions, can be turned on
and off by the viewer.

Mass said all new re-
leases will be shown with
open captions on Wednes-
days. Repertory titles — or
movies no longer in their
first run — and some spe-
cialty programming will
have open captions if possi-
ble. “CODA ,” which in 2021
won the Academy Award for
Best Picture, was released
exclusively with option cap-
tions. CODA stands for
“child of deaf adult” and the
film’s cast uses American

Sign Language.
Mass said the recent suc-

cess of “Godzilla Minus
One”  — a Japanese-lan-
guage movie with English
subtitles — is proof that a
film can be a box office hit
with open captions.

“Open caption is some-
thing that has been talked
about within the industry for
a long time,” he said.

Disability advocates say it
is the most accommodating
measure for those with
hearing disabilities, anyone
with communication or cog-
nitive functioning chal-

lenges, and those who are
not native English speakers.
Some in the theater indus-
try, however, have argued
there is revenue loss be-
cause, unlike other accom-
modations, open captions
can impede on the experi-
ence of those without a dis-
a b i l i t y.

Movie theaters in Hawaii
and New York City must pro-
vide open captions in some
of their movie showings.

Films available with open
captions over the next two
months will be “Wo n k a , ”
“The Boys in the Boat,”

“Night Swim,” “Aquaman
and the Lost Kingdom,”
“Fer rari,” “The Color Pur-
ple,” “Mean Girls,” “The
B e e k e e p e r, ” “I.S.S.,” “Po o r
Things,” “Argylle,” “The
Chosen Season 4,” “Lisa
Frankenstein,” “It Ends
with Us,” “Bob Marley: One
L ove,” “Madame Web,” “O r-
dinary Angels” and “Drive-
Away Dolls.” Tickets are
available for purchase at
gardencinemas.net.

Reach Domenic Poli at:
dpoli@recorder.com or
413-930-4120.

Pilot program running on Wednesdays through end of February

Theater trying out open captions
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The Garden Cinemas in Greenfield is showing movies with open captions on Wednesdays .
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The Garden Cinemas in Greenfield is showing movies with open captions on Wednesdays ,
including “Aquaman and the Lost Kingdom.”
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2024 Martin Luther King Day
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