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Ashley of Camp Kee-wanee
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Mostly sunny, 39 degrees
WEATHER TODAY, A7

HOME & GARDEN, B3

Reflections on
the 2023

garden, and
looking ahead

SPORTS, B1

Michig an
rushes past

Alabama in OT,
27-20

Editor ’s note: The Greenfield
Recorder is beginning to publish
stories about what Franklin County
residents can likely expect to see
happening in their towns in 2024.

By DOMENIC POLI
Staff Writer

ORANGE — The town hopes 16-
36 West River St. will rise from the

ashes in 2024, two years after an ar-
son that was allegedly started by
three youths destroyed the former
cereal factory that once stood in that
spot.

Thomas Smith, chair of the Or-
ange Selectboard, explained the
town is awaiting $3.4 million in state
money to remediate the site. East-
hampton-based Green Environmen-
tal Consulting has been tapped to re-
move debris and the plastic covering
the state Department of Environ-
mental Protection placed over it for
the public’s safety. Smith said this

work will begin around March, de-
pending on weather.

“That [site] has been a thorn in
our side for so long,” he said last
week. “That’s one of our biggest pro-
jects.”

Three juveniles — with ages
ranging from 12 and 14 at the time —
were identified two days after the
June 4, 2022, fire and face criminal
charges in connection with the sus-
pected arson. Due to their ages,
their names have been withheld by
authorities. The inferno sent embers
into the air, with some landing on the

vacant former blacksmith shop near
24 East River St. and causing such
damage that it had to be demolished.
The vacant buildings at 58 and 50
South Main St. also sustained dam-
age.

Selectboard member Jane
Peirce, who chaired the board at the
time, said 20 fire departments re-
sponded to the devastating blaze.

Smith also said he expects up-
grades at the town’s wastewater
treatment plant will be finished by

Debris remediation, battery
storage project coming up

Considering the big issues for 2024
NORTH QUABBIN

ABOVE: The Terryriffics per-
form at the Central Congre-

gational Church as part of Or-
ange’s Starry Starry Night New
Year ’s Eve celebration on
S u n d a y.

Editor ’s note: Here’s a collection of
quotes harvested from the front
pages of the Greenfield Recorder in
2023. This is the first of three install-
ments.

Januar y
“So many of them just can’t get

jobs; people just aren’t interested in
working with them. My motto is, ‘I
d o n’t really care what you’ve done, I
care where you are now and where
you want to be and who you want to
become.’” — Liz Buxton, the West-

ern Massachusetts Food Processing
Center ’s director of operations,
speaking about the center’s work to
get inmates and formerly incarcer-
ated people involved in food produc-
tion.

“The technology of the radio may
be over the airwaves, but it’s really
about light — shining a light on the
c o m m u n i t y. ” —  Radio personality
Christopher “Monte” Belmonte, af-
ter accepting a new job at New Eng-
land Public Media.

“As the Selectboard, you have

considerable power over town facili-
ties. With that power also comes re-
sponsibility to consider and main-
tain the well-being of the whole com-
munity. Names matter.”  — Heath
resident Jean Gran, following the
Selectboard’s initial decision to re-
name the former elementary school
the “Heath Community Center.”

“Who else has a handmade quilt
[as a flag]? Our flag sticks out be-
cause it’s so unique. But if you don’t
know the town, never been here,
that stuff doesn’t mean much to

you.”  — Conway Selectboard Chair
Philip Kantor on the town flag re-
ceiving an F grade in an online sur-
vey conducted by the North Ameri-
can Vexillological Association.

“In an organization that has not
done their homework at all and is
kind of a house of cards, if you will,
we need to play Captain Obvious
with these people.” — Northfield Se-
lectboard member Alex Meisner,
commenting on a need to outline ex-

Quotable Quotes of 2023
YEAR IN REVIEW

RIGHT: Spectators watch
the fireworks near the

Fire Station during Orange’s
Starry Starry Night New
Year ’s Eve celebration on
S u n d a y.
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RINGING IN 2024 IN ORANGE

By DOMENIC POLI
Staff Writer

Eversource has introduced to
western Massachusetts equipment
that can more quickly restore power
to customers in the event of a
downed or damaged utility pole.

Rapid Pole technology was
launched in New Hampshire 13
months ago and rolled out in this
state about a month ago. It allows
Eversource crews to address broken
pole trouble spots in as little as 30
minutes.

“One of the beauties of the device
is its simplicity,” said Ryan Kulbacki,
supervisor of response specialists
for Eversource in New Hampshire.

Rapid Poles, which are battery-
operated hydraulic units, are at-
tached to single-axle tactical-trailers
that are designed to get to trouble
spots quickly. The pole and trans-
former feeds
high-voltage
power back
into the sys-
tem. A pole can
telescope as
high as 48 feet
and is capable
of holding up to
3,000 pounds of
vertical
weight.

Rapid Pole
prototypes
have been in
the works for
at least two
years. Kul-
backi ex-
plained Rapid
Pole is the
brainchild of
his manager, Tim McHugh, who re-
portedly came up with the idea dur-
ing an outage in a heat wave.

Kulbacki said a downed and dam-
aged pole starts a laborious process
of getting a crew and new pole to the
site with a digger. Dig Safe — a pri-
vate, not-for-profit notification cen-
ter that collects information about

Eve rs o u rce
i n t ro d u ce s
Rapid Pole
te ch n o l o gy

WESTERN MASS.

SEE LOOKING AHEAD A8

SEE QUOTE S A8

SEE RAPID POLE A8

You can
actually save
hours of
re s to ra t i o n
t i m e,
depending on
the situation.”

RYAN KULBACKI,
supervisor of response
specialists for
Ever source


