
Greenfield Recorder - 01/03/2023 Page : A01

March 14, 2023 4:08 pm (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

recorder.com

Serving the people of Franklin County                               and North Quabbin since 1792Januar y 3, 2023

T U E S DAY

Januar y 3, 2023

Aliza, Greenfield Center School

$1. 25

INSIDE
Classifieds B5-B6
Comics B7
Home & Garden B3-B4
Local A3- A4
Nation & World A2, A7
Obituaries A2
Opinion A6
Puzzles B4
Sports B1-B2, B6

Cooler, rainy, high 40
WEATHER TODAY, A7

HOME& GARDEN, B3

City woman’s
home fire cider

flies off local
shel ves

SPORTS, B1

Bruins edge
Penguins in

Winter Classic
at Fenway

W:11p5.0002   H:1.6709in

By CHRIS LARABEE, MARY BYRNE,
DOMENIC POLI and JULIAN MENDOZA

Staff Writers

North County residents can expect to see every-
thing from a new elementary school district to the
reconstruction of a beloved restaurant in 2023, as
well as a series of public safety endeavors and infras-
tructure investments.

Nor thfield
In 2023, Northfield officials plan to continue

progress on the proposed public safety complex, the
design for which was approved in September. The
building is slated for Main Street, just north of Dick-
inson Memorial Library.

“That’s probably our biggest priority, our biggest
need,” said Town Administrator Andrea Llamas.

Llamas added that the Schell Bridge also re-
mains at the top of the town’s priorities. The pro-
posed project consists of the complete replacement
of the Schell Bridge, which carries East Northfield
Road over the Connecticut River and has been
closed since 1985 because it deteriorated beyond be-
ing safe to use. The existing bridge will be replaced
with a pedestrian and bicycle bridge. Construction
has been estimated to take up to three years once

Infrastructure projects and partnership
between Leyden, Bernardston headline

planned endeavors for new year

Public
safety steps
and school
seen in ’23

NORTH COUNTY
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Evan Manning and Jason Noyes, employees of the Western Massachusetts Food Processing Center at the Franklin County
Community Development Corp. on Wells Street in Greenfield, package jars of apple sauce on Friday. A $94,000 state grant will soon
allow the center to further its work with inmates and formerly incarcerated individuals .

By CHRIS LARABEE
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — Inmates and formerly
incarcerated people will have a chance to get
involved in food production while building en-
trepreneurial skills at the Franklin County
Community Development Corp. (CDC),
thanks to a $94,000 state grant.

The grant, provided by the Massachusetts
Executive Office of Housing and Economic
Development, provides funding for the CDC
and its Western Massachusetts Food Pro-
cessing Center to further develop its working
community of formerly incarcerated people,
which has been growing since 2015. The grant
comes from the office’s Community Empow-
erment and Reinvestment Grant Program.

In the past, the CDC and the food process-
ing center have worked with both the
Franklin and Hampshire county houses of
correction and the Franklin County Sheriff ’s
Office Kimball House Program. The grant is
expected to bolster those existing partner-
ships while also fostering new partnerships
with Stone Soup Cafe’s Culinary Institute,
Working Fields and Community Action Pio-
neer Valley.

“This is more formalizing the program
and coming up with goals,” said Liz Buxton,

the food processing center’s director of oper-
ations. “This brings it all together. … It’s defi-
nitely going to help us grow a little more.”

The grant will:
■ Fund two additional staff members at the

food processing center through June, with
potential for full-time employment after that.

■ Support the implementation of en-

trepreneurial and food production work-
shops at the Franklin and Hampshire county
houses of correction.

■ Allow the food processing center to
serve as an internship site for Stone Soup
Cafe’s Culinary Institute.

Money will pay for two new
staffers, expanding partnerships

and opportunities

$94K grant to bolster program
training inmates in food prep

GREENFIELD

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Employee Gigi Gomes and Director of Operations Liz Buxton work on producing a batch
of fudge at the Western Massachusetts Food Processing Center in Greenfield.

QUOTABLE QUOTES OF 2022: PART 2
Editor ’s note: Here’s a collection of quotes
harvested from the front pages of the
Greenfield Recorder in 2022. This is the sec-
ond of three installments.

M ay
“Some of us might be feeling a little rusty.

Some of us might be feeling a little forgetful.
Some of us might be feeling a little confused,
but I think we all have the enthusiasm for
May again.” —  May Day organizer Rose
Sheehan at the first celebration held since
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“As to the findings regarding Patrick
Buchanan. I’m confident that at the end of
the process, Chief Haigh will be completely

exonerated.” — Greenfield Mayor Roxann
Wedegartner on a lawsuit against the Green-
field Police Department and Police Chief
Robert Haigh Jr., alleging racial discrimina-
tion against a former police officer who was
seeking a promotion.

“It’s a dark day for America. This has
been a right established by the Supreme
Court and in the Constitution for close to half
a century.” — Carrie Baker, a Smith College
professor and scholar of reproductive rights,
speaking about the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion striking down its 1973 ruling in Roe v.
Wade, the case that recognized a constitu-
tional right to abortion.

“As the leader of the Greenfield Police

Department, I get all the accolades when
things are going well and I also have to ac-
cept responsibility when things don’t go well,
and that’s what I’m doing. I do believe that at
the end of the day when this is re-evaluated,
re-tried and re-looked at, that I will be exon-
erated of these horrific allegations.” —
Greenfield Police Chief Robert Haigh Jr. on
the jury verdict that found he and his depart-
ment discriminated against a former officer
who was seeking a promotion.

“The lawyer representing them told me
… that they wanted to be good neighbors.
That’s not what I’ve seen. At every turn, the

YEAR IN REVIEW

A s usual, Norm is right.
There I was, ready to leave town for Christ-
mas to spend time with family in North Car-

olina, just as I’ve always done. The traveling clothes
were nestled in
their suitcase and
the gifts were
loaded with care,
when we got a good
old-fashioned New
England snow-
storm that mea-
sured 18 inches out-
side my door. Y’all
who pass your time
in elevations below
the 1,700 feet we
traverse up in Ash-
field missed that
storm. I delivered

some light-pole stars to Greenfield the next day and
there were still patches of grass there.

But up in the higher elevations, there arose such
a clatter at 4:00 in the morning two days before I was
scheduled to set out. What to my wondering eyes

Wisdom helps
carry us through

our days

NAN PARATI
AND THEN WHAT HAPPENED?

SEE NAN PARATI A8

SEE QUOTE S A8
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SEE GR ANT A8
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work begins.
The state Department of

Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n’s plans to re-
construct the bridge were put
on pause in February, how-
ever, when bids came in al-
most twice as high as ex-
pected. Llamas said hopefully
the new year will bring some
“positive news” with respect
to funding for the project.

Other smaller projects,
Llamas said, include deter-
mining how to spend the
t o w n’s remaining American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
funding, and also continuing
to work with the Grandin Wa-
ter District to “make sure
they get up and running to im-
prove water quality for a sec-
tion of town.”

“We do have our grant de-
velopment director,” she
added, referencing Mallory
Sullivan, who was hired in Oc-
tober. “She’s been meeting
with a lot of boards, commit-
tees and departments to look
at priorities that the town
might have and start going af-
ter some funding to pursue
some of those priorities
around economic develop-
ment or town improvement.”

L eyden
With two new Selectboard

members elected over the
summer, 2023 is set to be a
year where Leyden nails
down its personnel policies
and holds discussions on what
public buildings to invest
money into.

“It’s been a bit of a fire
hose in Leyden lately,” said
Selectboard member Glenn
Caffery. “We have a lot of gaps
in our policies and proce-
dures, and as much as possi-
ble we’re doing a policy blitz.
… As boring as it is, we know
the costs of not having them.”

While the Selectboard
nails down policies, Caffery
said boards including the
Public Safety Advisory Com-
mittee and Building Needs
Study Committee will con-
tinue to take on the long-
range work they’ve been
tasked with.

The Public Safety Advisory
Committee is expected to con-
tinue working on hammering
out a long-term, permanent
shared-policing agreement
with the town of Bernardston.
The agreement thus far, Caf-
fery said, has been a “dream
scenario,” and town officials
are focusing on building up
these sorts of “reciprocal re-
lationships” with their fire
and ambulance departments.

“It’s been as good as I

could have imagined and then
some,” Caffery said, adding
that officials want to “strategi-
cally invest” in their Fire De-
partment so it can work with
neighboring towns.

The Building Needs Study
Committee, meanwhile, is in
the process of examining
town buildings to identify
what upgrades or mainte-
nance may be needed. Caffery
said the goal is to “prioritize
upkeep in a thoughtful way,”
while also identifying what
immediate fixes need to be
made.

“From next year’s per-
spective, the Selectboard will
have a lot of difficult decisions
to make about safety,” Caffer y
said. “Perhaps most pressing
right now is our lack of insula-
tion and energy efficiency.
Many of our town buildings
have literally no insulation.”

Municipal Assistant
Michele Giarusso added that
grants will be in Leyden’s fu-
ture, as she has several appli-
cations submitted right now
and more are in the works.

“It’s a lot of grants all at
once,” Giarusso said. She
noted residents can expect to
see the East Hill Road project
finished in 2023 and the 10-
Mile Bridge project to begin
shortly afterward.

Bernar dston
As is the case in Leyden,

ironing out a long-term, per-
manent shared-policing
agreement is one of Bernard-
s t o n’s priorities in 2023.

Bernardston Selectboard
member Kenneth Bor-
dewieck said the towns have
worked very closely over the
past 12 months to share polic-
ing services through an in-
terim agreement.

“And it’s been going great,”
he said. “We are delighted
with the progress.”

The Greenfield Recorder
previously reported that from
July 1 to Oct. 1, the Bernard-
ston Police Department re-
sponded to Leyden for 911
calls, vehicle violations and

general calls for assistance, in
addition to 80 hours of dedi-
cated patrol time per month.
Leyden also gets additional
benefits from Bernardston’s
larger department, including
the use of a mental health
clinician for emergency calls.

Bernardston also hopes to
secure funding from grants
and other avenues to update
the veterans memorial in
Cushman Park. Bordewieck
and Selectboard Chair Brian
Keir said the monument was
last updated in the 1980s,
meaning it does not bear the
names of those who served in
more recent conflicts.

Keir said Selectboard
member Stanley Garland is a
Vietnam War veteran and has
conducted a great deal of re-
search into how to lock down
funding for the memorial up-
date. Keir said the update
should generate more space
for the names of all from
Bernardston that have served
in the military and create
room for any names that have
to be added in the future.

Perhaps one of the biggest
news stories to come out of
Bernardston in 2022 was the
June 29 fire that destroyed
Falltown Grill three weeks af-
ter it opened at 19 South St.
The spot had long been the
home of the Four Leaf Clover
Restaurant, which was estab-
lished in May 1949. In 2023,
though, Alex Fiorey, who
owned Falltown Grill with his
wife, Amy, hopes to start con-
struction on a new restau-
rant.

According to Fiorey, the
fire was caused by a sponta-
neous combustion of kitchen
towels. He explained all dam-
ages have since been squared
away with the Utica First In-
surance Co. The building was
decimated by the blaze and
was demolished in November.

Fiorey, who also owns Pio-
neer Valley Tire across the
street, said construction on a
new restaurant will likely not
begin until the weather
warms and the ground thaws.

He and his wife hope to re-
open the doors “maybe by this
time next year.” They are
putting the final touches on
the floor plan, with Fiorey not-
ing the new restaurant will
have the same concept as the
old one, with a dining room
and bar.

Fiorey said he hopes to re-
hire all or most of the restau-
rant’s 22 part-time and full-
time workers, though he un-
derstands many have since
found employment elsewhere
out of necessity.

Bordewieck said the Four
Leaf Clover Restaurant was
one of the biggest joys of liv-
ing in Bernardston and he ate
there a minimum of once a
week. He said the fire “took a
huge chunk of the heart of the
c o m m u n i t y. ”

War wick
Perhaps the most high-

profile development Warwick
will see in 2023 is the reopen-
ing of Warwick Community
School and the formation of a
new school district following
the town’s recent departure
from the Pioneer Valley Re-
gional School District.

The town is set to form a
new school district after the
state Department of Elemen-
tary and Secondary Educa-
tion (DESE) approved War-
wick’s withdrawal from Pio-
neer last week. This marks
the final chapter of a multi-
year effort to reestablish an
elementary school in town,
following dissatisfaction
among Warwick residents re-
garding the town’s member-
ship in Pioneer.

The departure officially
goes into effect on July 1. Se-
lectboard Chair Brian Snell
said if all goes as planned,
Warwick Community School
should reopen next fall in time
for the 2023-2024 school year.

Snell highlighted ongoing
storm relief work as another
significant project Warwick
will engage with in 2023. Fol-
lowing a series of storms that
caused potentially millions of
dollars in damage in Warwick
over the past two years, the
town is pursuing “dozens” of
culvert upgrades.

“The culvert issues that go
with (adjusting to storm con-
ditions) are pretty compli-
cated and take quite a bit of
time,” Snell said. “The chang-
ing environment is a chal-
lenge and will be an ongoing
challenge for the foreseeable
future.”

On April 6, 2022, Warwick
received a $662,902 American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) infu-
sion for storm damage relief.

■ Launch a two-day food safety and
product development course for formerly
incarcerated people alongside the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts Amherst’s Food
Science Extension team.

CDC Executive Director John Waite
said expanding the program will provide
more opportunities for people to reenter
the workforce and get back on their feet
after incarceration. A workplace, he said,
provides stability in someone’s life, espe-
cially when being released from jail can

sometimes be a chaotic situation.
Buxton agreed and said people are

able to be more successful reintegrating
themselves into the community if they get
a job and income. Her personal mission
and the CDC’s goal, she said, is to help
people lead successful lives, while also
stimulating the local economy.

“Being able to secure a job and hous-
ing after you’re released and get back on
your feet is very important,” Buxton said.
“So many of them just can’t get jobs; peo-
ple just aren’t interested in working with
them. My motto is, ‘I don’t really care

what you’ve done, I care where you are
now and where you want to be and who
you want to become.’”

With a framework already in place,
Waite said this program is ready to ex-
pand right away.

“We can jump right in, we don’t have to
do any startup,” Waite said. “It’s great
(that the state) is seeing the economic
value of getting a stronger workforce and
looking at incarcerated folks.”

Chris Larabee can be reached at
clarabee@recorder.com or 413-930-4081.

should appear but a big fat tree limb and
my second-worst fear.

The fallen limb off the tree hadn’t hurt
the roof, but had decided that the snowy
cold was too much to bear so it would
come in through the window and take a
long winter’s nap on my couch. Crafty in
its methods, it flipped over on its dive to-
ward my house so that the heavy end
smashed the window. Suddenly, two days
out and with outside temperatures drop-
ping, I had some immediate work to do
before I could go anywhere.

The sad news was that the shattered
window was one of those that came with
the house, sporting the old wavy glass
that doesn’t grace the energy-efficient
windows of the present. The good news
was that I knew where to buy some new-
fangled Plexiglas that I, myself, installed
over the hole, after evicting the limb with
the help of a guy who had come to plow
my neighbor’s driveway.

I congratulated myself on beating dis-
aster, and got on the road near the ap-
pointed time, delayed a bit as I stopped
in to say goodbye to the Dougs and the
Waynes breakfasting at Neighbors, al-
ways worth some extra time.

I drove down to Concord, North Car-
olina, where it’s called “CON-cord” with

hard Rs all around (in case you ever
come to visit) and celebrated Christmas
with the newer family members as well
as the old familiar ones, and a good time
was had by all.

The following night my sister and I
sat, eating chocolate, deciding who was
going to use up the hot water for a
shower and who would wait until tomor-
row morning’s hot water reboot, when
we saw flashing lights outside the win-
dow. Concord, North Carolina, while
missing the 1,700-foot elevation of Ash-
field, has the same dark rural environs
so that the strobing lights of an emer-
gency vehicle attract the same attention,
especially when it stops next door.

And just like when an EMS vehicle
pulls up in Ashfield, we grabbed our
coats and hurried out into the cold night
to see if there was anything that we, the
helpless friends of my sister’s neighbors,
might do for anyone.

Seconds later, the neighbors’ daugh-
ter jumped out of her car and ran sob-
bing toward her parents’ house. My sis-
ter went with Lauren to find out what
might be needed. I stayed back with the
growing crowd of worried neighbors at
the street, watching, speculating until
the emergency workers began walking
instead of running between the house
and their equipment-laden vehicles, sig-

naling that the emergency was no more.
We learned that Kelly, my sister’s

friend and neighbor since 1991, had stood
up an hour earlier and called out to her
husband, and he’d run to her just in time
to catch her, her life spirited off by a
stroke. And Kelly, at only 60 years old, was
gone without any advance announce-
ment on this day after Christmas, leaving
her husband, her daughter, her baby
granddaughter and a whole neighbor-
hood of shocked and grieving neighbors.

Nor m’s mantra of the last several
weeks has been, “Everything is subject
to change.” He reminds me of it every
visit as he watches his own surroundings
rearrange themselves in these days so
very far away from the ones he entered
life in 96 years ago.

It’s as comforting as it is discomfiting,
knowing that the bad can right itself if
we’re patient or clever enough, but the
good, the anticipated, the sweet future is
never assured.

Those are good words Norm, as we
head into the next chapter, 2023. I appre-
ciate your wisdom and your perspective
every single day.

Nan Parati lives and works in Ashfield,
where she found home and community
following Hurricane Katrina. She can
be reached at NanParati@aol.com.
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Nan Parati: Fate bookends the road to holiday

growers seem to have pushed their efforts right to the edge of
the law.” — At-Large City Councilor Philip Elmer, during a
meeting to consider a moratorium on outdoor marijuana culti-
vation approvals in Greenfield until property line setbacks are
established.

“If we ban abortion, women will make the decision to have an
unsafe abortion.” — Frontier Regional School freshman Sasha
Malo, who helped organize a walkout to protest the Supreme
Court striking down Roe v. Wade.

“The lack of affordable housing can be a significant barrier
to someone leaving an abusive relationship.” — Salasin Project
Director Becky Lockwood on a grant to support paying for an
extra housing advocate for domestic abuse victims.

“If you know the police department in your town is riddled
with racist behavior, you’re going to feel unsafe.” — Jeannette
Wicks-Lim at a protest concerning the racial discrimination
verdict against the Greenfield Police Department and Police
Chief Robert Haigh Jr.

“The City Council will have you believe they were doing this
on behalf of the residents of Greenfield, and I think it’s just the
opposite.” — Greenfield Mayor Roxann Wedegartner on a
$425,000 cut to the Police Department’s budget.

“Somebody needs to say their names. It’s important to know.
These are people. They have lives. Every single one of these of-
ficers left a full-time job and came to Greenfield, because they
thought Greenfield supported their Police Department.” — Act-
ing Police Chief William Gordon on a $425,000 cut to the depart-
ment that was expected to result in layoffs for seven officers.

“Your reach is wide. Your gifts are many. Your presence is a
celebration and your gifts are secure.” — Dean of Ethical and
Spiritual Life Jan Flaska during the Deerfield Academy gradua-
tion.

June
“I think this protest was successful. We’ll be back.” — Con-

way resident Priscilla Lynch during a protest at FirstLight Hy-
dro Generating Co.’s Northfield Mountain Pumped Storage Sta-
tion.

“You are goal-setters, go-getters, who are ready for any chal-
lenges. You are ambitious, hard-working and ready to take on
any opportunity in life.”  — Superintendent Richard Martin at
Franklin County Technical School’s graduation ceremony.

“You have discovered your own voices and are ready to move
on.”  — Retiring communication professor Kimberly Morin at
the Greenfield Community College graduation.

“We must show that we are active, valuable members of the
community. We are your neighbors, teachers, parents, essential
workers, politicians and so much more. … Truly, we are a beau-
tiful and diverse group.” —  Heather Mahoney at a flag-raising
in Greenfield to celebrate Pride Month.

“If we’re only thinking about one group and one issue, we’re
not going to get to the heart of the problem.” — Kate Scarbor-
ough, a member of the coordinating committee with the Mas-
sachusetts Poor People’s Campaign who organized a bus trip to
Washington D.C. for the Poor People’s Campaign march.

“The minute this vote was going on … I knew what the reac-
tion was going to be the next day. People are going to be upset;
how did nobody see that coming?” — At-Large City Councilor
Penny Ricketts on the public response regarding cuts to the
Greenfield Police Department’s budget.

“It’s time to accept that it’s time to go.” — New Salem Police
Chief Joseph Camden on his retirement.

“We have poorer districts trying to make do with fewer re-
sources, so the kids who always get screwed by these tests
would get more screwed.” — Doug Selwyn, a retired Greenfield
teacher on MCAS testing.

“Sometimes when I sing about my queerness, it doesn’t al-
ways feel safe. As soon as I came out on stage, it was immediate
— I knew these were my people.” —  Singer-songwriter Katie
Pruitt on performing at the Green River Festival.

“When people have someone who wants to hear their voice,
they feel their lives have some meaning.” — Denise Schwartz, a
volunteer with the Franklin Medical Reserve Corps on inter-
viewing adults ages 55 and older for the Senior Resilience/Oral
History Program.

Jul y
“I’m thrilled. We really need a new library. … Ours is packed

to the gills with books, audiobooks and magazines. There’s no
place to move inside.”  — M.N. Spear Memorial Library Direc-
tor Mary Anne Antonellis on the approval of approving a Propo-
sition 2½ override for an estimated $6.4 million library in
Shutesbur y.

“I always thought this would be the hardest thing, leaving
the department, but my time here is coming to a natural close.
I’ve had my time, and it’s been almost too long.”  — Shutesbur y
Fire Chief Walter Tibbetts on his choice to retire after 40 years.

“All of the arts together, I think that activates all parts of our
minds and makes us feel more alive. I feel more invigorated and
livened.”  — Stewart Hoyt, a Brooklyn-based artist and specta-
tor, at Porch Festival in Shelburne Falls.

“A wounded heart just becomes an open heart that never
closes up. … Paula was one of those people.”  — Rabbi Arthur
Green, speaking during a memorial for his sister Paula Green,
known for her work as a peacebuilder.

“He changed the attitude of the room … by bringing a little
bit of joy.” — Greenfield’s acting Police Chief William Gordon on
comfort dog Clarence, who was euthanized.

“A lot of communities profess values and don’t follow
through. It is striking how this community follows their values.”
— Carter J. Carter, at a celebration for the Ahmadi family who
escaped Taliban-controlled Afghanistan and immigrated to
America.

A ugus t
“This person truly didn’t know where to turn.” — Lee Cham-

bers, Dakin Humane Society manager of marketing and com-
munications, after 75 stray cats were dropped off from one
home.

“When responding to an overdose now, it’s not necessarily
assumed that it’s going to be an opiate, so Narcan may not al-
ways work.” — Amy Davis of Tapestry Health on the increase of
animal tranquilizers being found in illicit drugs.

“I just needed to feel important. I started feeling important
and feeling good about myself and I didn’t know a way to get
out.” —  Paul “PJ” Herbert on his lying about certain heroic ac-
tions during deployments to northern Iraq and Somalia in the
1990s that led to him receiving several medals.

“It’s been, probably, one of the biggest honors of my life, to …
have charge of it for such a long time.” —  Jordan Lemieux, a
former Holyoke firefighter, on being tasked with escorting an
American flag that flew over the World Trade Center rubble fol-
lowing the 9/11 attacks.

“I have been harassed, lied to, called a witch, bullied; I feel
that I was targeted for some reason. I guess I just had enough.
… I just wanted to do the job of the town clerk.” — Leyden Town
Clerk Gilda Galvis on her decision to retire, citing a “toxic”
work environment.

“The loss of a loved one to COVID is deeply isolating. I want
people to find community however they need to.” — Jennifer
Ritz Sullivan, organizer of a memorial to remember those who
have died from COVID-19.

“It feels pretty good to not wear a mask and to see my
friends’ faces.”  — Frontier Regional School sophomore Izac
Wormgoor on starting the school year without having to wear
face masks.
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Looking ahead to coming year in North County
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Looking downstream to the Schell Bridge over the
Connecticut River in Northfield, seen in November.


