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By DOMENIC POLI
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — Dozens of people em-
braced a beautiful fall morning Monday to
watch the city break ground on a new fire sta-
tion.

Mayor Roxann Wedegartner kicked off the
ceremony at the former open-air market prop-
erty on Main Street near Coombs Avenue be-
fore Fire Chief Robert Strahan addressed the
crowd and welcomed speakers from the pro-
ject’s consulting and design firm, as well as the
U.S. Department of Agriculture and the city’s
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City breaks ground on $21.7M fire station
GREENFIELD 

‘A great day for Greenfield’: Cer emony
begins construction expected to last

a little more than a year

Fire Station Building Committee. The station
at 41 Main St. is expected to be completed in a
little more than a year at a cost of $21.7 mil-
lion.

“What a great day for the firefighters. What
a great day for Greenfield,” Wedegartner said,
commenting that the station will be the Fire
Department’s home for 50 to 75 years. “I’m re-
ally excited about this.”

The mayor thanked everyone involved in
bringing the project to fruition, as did all the
other speakers.

“I especially want to thank the USDA,”
Wedegartner said. “And you probably wonder,
‘What’s the USDA got to do with a fire station?’
Well, they’re a very generous lot. They give out
grants and loans for community-building pro-
jects and, lo and behold, they gave us $987,000. STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ

Greenfield firefighters heave shovels of dirt in the air during groundbreaking ceremonies for
the new fire station on Main Street on Monday.

By CHRIS LARABEE
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — With a nearly
half-million dollar grant in hand, the
Franklin County Community Devel-

opment Corp.
(FCCDC) is
launching a Food
Business Incu-
bator program to
foster growth in
the local food
system.

With the
county commu-
nity develop-
ment agency be-
ing the only

agency in Massachusetts to be
awarded money through this year’s
round of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Local Food Promotion
Program, CDC Executive Director
John Waite said the goal of the Food
Business Incubator is to “match
food businesses with wholesale buy-
ers.”

“The main thrust of this grant is
existing food businesses … we call
it an incubator because they’re
small now and we want to help them
g r o w, ” Waite said in an inter-
v i e w.   “We want to help them scale
up by increasing their volume, their
quantity … to go from the farmers

Goal of $500K grant-funded
program is to help producers
scale up to wholesale level

U S DA
grant to

fuel Food
B u s i n e ss

I n c u bato r
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STAFF PHOTO/JULIAN MENDOZA
Only rubble is left of the repair garage at 90 East St. that burned Sunday evening. It and an adjacent storage building were called a total loss.

By JULIAN MENDOZA
Staff Writer

NORTHFIELD — One adult died in a garage
fire on the south side of East Street between War-
wick Road and School Street on Sunday night, ac-
cording to Jake Wark, spokesman for the Mas-
sachusetts Department of Fire Services.

“We had about 50 firefighters at the height of
the fire,” Northfield Fire Chief Floyd “Skip” Dun-
nell III said Monday. “It immediately went to a
second alarm because of the intensity and it prob-
ably took us 15 to 20 minutes to knock the fire
down.”

The Northfield Fire Department responded to

the area of 90 East St. at about 7 p.m. Upon ar-
rival, firefighters found heavy smoke and flames
at a single-story repair garage, according to a
statement from Wark.

“The fire consumed the building of origin and
damaged a nearby garage and a property across
the street as well,” Wark wrote.

One adult “was located inside and declared
dead at the scene,” the statement reads.

Police established a perimeter around the
property using yellow tape, and emergency re-
sponders were seen working into Monday morn-
ing. Smoke was still lingering in the air at around
midnight, despite the fire starting hours earlier.

Sunday night fire knocked down quickly; medical examiner working to identify body found in repair shop

One dead in garage fire 
NOR THFIELD 

STAFF PHOTO/BELLA LEVAVI
Firefighters from multiple departments
responded to battle the blaze.

By SARAH RANKIN
Associated Press

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. — A University of
Virginia student and former member of the
school’s football team fatally shot three current
players as they returned from a field trip, authori-
ties said, setting off panic and a 12-hour lockdown

of the campus until the suspect was captured
M o n d a y.

Students who were told to shelter in place be-
ginning late Sunday described terrifying hours in
hiding. While police searched for the gunman
through the night, students sought safety in clos-
ets, dorm rooms, libraries and apartments. They
listened to police scanners and tried to remember
everything they were taught as children during
active-shooter drills.

“I think all of us were just really unsettled and
trying to keep, you know, our cool and level heads
during the situation,” student Shannon Lake
said.

Officials got word during a morning news
briefing that the suspect, 22-year-old Christopher
Darnell Jones Jr., had been arrested.

“Just give me a moment to thank God, breathe
a sigh of relief,” university Police Chief Timothy
Longo Sr. said after learning Jones was in cus-
t o d y.

The violence erupted near a parking garage
just after 10:15 p.m. Sunday as a charter bus full of
students returned to Charlottesville from seeing
a play in Washington.

University President Jim Ryan said authori-

Campus spent night huddled in
lockdown after attack following return

from field trip; ex-player arrested

3 college football players shot dead; suspect caught
UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA
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CORREC TIONS
■ A chart published Thursday included incorrect election

results for Republican candidate for governor Geoff Diehl
and lieutenant governor candidate Leah Allen in Gill. Diehl
and Allen received 230 votes in Gill.

■ A Nov. 8 article about Crafts of Colrain incorrectly de-
tailed how proceeds would be handled. Sales of Lynn Fisher’s
fiber art pieces, specifically, will support the Food Bank of
Western Massachusetts and UNICEF Ukraine.

The Recorder uses this space to correct factual errors. People who believe a
story to be in error are encouraged to call the newsroom at 413-772-0261.

market to a wholesale
b u y e r. ”

The program, through a
partnership with the Sus-
tainable Business Network
of Massachusetts, will pro-
vide businesses with tools,
technical assistance and
other resources to en-
trepreneurs looking to take
the next step with their busi-
nesses. While the work this
grant will bring to the CDC is
not new for them — Wa i t e
noted they’ve provided this
kind of assistance “ever
since we started our food
processing center” —  it will
now be “more formalized”
with workshops and one-on-
one time with specialists.

CDC Food Entrepreneur-
ship Program Manager Kate
Minifie said in a statement
that the incubator will be a
cooperative experience for
business owners, too, where
they can work through simi-
lar challenges together.

“They will learn from one
another, in addition to the ed-
ucation they will receive
from experts in sales, mar-
keting, financial manage-
ment, food safety and more,”
Minifie said. “We are excited
to guide them through this
process.”

Part of the grant, which
runs for three years, will go
toward hiring a financial spe-
cialist who can help growing
businesses better manage
their finances, which Waite
said is one of the major chal-
lenges for small and growing
businesses.

“We want to be the place

people come if they want to
start or grow your business,”
Waite said, adding the CDC’s
variety of services, includ-
ing its loan program, can
help businesses grow in
Franklin County. “We ’ve got
anything they need.”

Beyond the financial chal-
lenges, Waite explained that
taking the step into the
wholesale market brings a
whole new world of federal
regulations that need to be
followed.

Additionally, the CDC is
going to host some pitch
competitions at Greenspace
CoWork in Greenfield, in a
similar vein to Greenfield
Community College’s Take
the Floor pitch competitions.
The first one, Waite said, is
expected to take place in
January or February.

“People think of Green-
field and Franklin County as
a place that’s happening for
entrepreneurs,” Waite said.
“Food is something every-
body needs, so it attracts
people.”

For those interested in
learning more about the
grant or the CDC as a whole,
people are invited to come by
the agency’s 43rd annual
meeting at Hawks & Reed
Performing Arts Center on
Nov. 16 from 5 to 7 p.m. The
event is free and open to the
public and is the first time
since 2019 that the meeting
will be held in person. For
more information, visit fc-
cdc.org.

Chris Larabee can be
reached at clarabee@
recorder.com or 413-930-
4081.

A grant — a grant, not a loan.
It was extraordinary.”

The city’s firefighters are
currently working out of a
temporary facility on Hope
Street. The complex consists
of two dorm buildings, includ-
ing a kitchen and meeting
area, and two apparatus
bays.

Following a blessing from
the Rev. Tomasz Gorny, the
Fire Department’s chaplain,
Strahan thanked everyone
who has helped with the pro-
ject, including his accommo-
dating firefighters.

“The firefighters that we
have are the best firefighters
that I’ve ever had the oppor-
tunity to work for. Their dedi-
cation and commitment to
this city is top-notch,” Stra-
han said. “They have dealt
with everything that’s been
thrown at them and so I am
proud that we are finally
here.”

The chief said the new sta-
tion is being designed with
firefighters’ safety in mind.
He said the facility will have
isolated “dirty areas,” where
firefighters returning from a
call can safely decontaminate
themselves and their gear “to
keep carcinogens out of the
living quarters.” Cancer is a
leading cause of death
among firefighters due to the
contaminants they come into
contact with in the line of
d u t y.

Strahan also said the sta-
tion will also have a large ap-
paratus space, bunk rooms,
an emergency operations
center, a conference room,
and administrative wings.

“It’s really going to be a
community building, not just
a fire station,” he said. “It’s
also going to have a small
museum, where we can cele-
brate the history of the Fire
Department, with the center-
piece being the 1852 (hand-

pumped fire engine) that was
purchased originally for the
city of Greenfield.”

Strahan mentioned his de-
partment responds to at least
3,500 emergency calls each
year. The current station is at
least 85 years old.

Dennis Ross, of H2M ar-
chitects + engineers, spoke
about the various spots ex-
amined for development be-
fore turning the podium over
to Scott Soares, state director
of the USDA’s Rural Develop-
ment Southern New Eng-
land, who said his agency’s
objective is to help people de-
velop safe communities in
the rural United States.

“That’s really what we’re
all about,” he said. “And using
these funds to help make this
happen is really why we’re
here today.”

Robert “Butch” Hawkins
and David Singer, co-chairs
of the Fire Station Building
Committee, then spoke,
thanking those who made
this project possible. Singer
praised his co-chair’s “stub-
born determination” to find a
space for a new station.

“Butch deserves much
credit for getting us all to this
moment in time,” Singer
said. “He was there when it
first began, at least seven
years ago, and has been re-
lentless in his fight for the
fire station and the Fire De-
partment. ‘When at first you
d o n’t succeed, try, try again,’
has been his motto.”

Before the ceremonial
groundbreaking, Singer also
praised Strahan for intelli-
gent leadership and sound
judgment.

“The chief knows how to
problem-solve with wisdom,
sensitivity and instinct,” he
said. “Without him, the pro-
ject could have been lost a
long time ago.”

Reach Domenic Poli
at dpoli@recorder.com or
413-930-4120.
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Incubator aims to
help food producers

FROM A1

A lot of thanks shared
at groundbreaking

STAFF PHOTO/BELLA LEVAVI
Firefighters from around the region turned out to help fight a fire that destroyed a repair shop in Northfield, Sunday.

The repair garage where the
fire started appeared to have
burned to the ground by Sun-
day ’s end, while an adjacent
storage garage showed exter-
nal charring. By morning, it
was apparent that the storage
garage’s interior and contents
sustained heavy damage.

“We knocked that fire
down, but both buildings need
to be totally destroyed,” said
Dunnell, who noted that they
were owned by the same per-
son.

A black Honda parked just
outside the storage garage at
the time of the fire remained
at the scene into Monday.
Across the street, a residence
at 91 East Street sustained
melted vinyl siding from the
“intense fire’s radiated heat,”
Dunnell said.

Responding fire depart-
ments included Northfield;
Warwick; Erving; Gill;
Bernardston; Turners Falls;
Greenfield; Winchester, New
Hampshire; Hinsdale, New
Hampshire; and Vernon, Ver-
mont. The Brattleboro Fire
Department provided station
coverage. Other agencies at
the scene included the North-
field Police Department,
Northfield EMS, Northfield
Highway Department, Mas-
sachusetts Department of
Fire Services and Mas-
sachusetts Office of the Chief
Medical Examiner.

An excavator also was in
operation at the site. Emer-
gency responders left the
scene at around 3 a.m. Mon-
day morning, according to
Dunnell.

Police Chief John Hall, who
recalled leaving between 1 and
2 a.m., returned to the area
Monday afternoon alongside
regional co-response mental
health clinician Leeanne Had-
sel to check in on neighbors.

“I think any incident like
this is really traumatizing, and
it’s really such a tragedy, but I
did really witness a lot of re-
silience and communal re-
spect,” Hadsel said, noting
that she and Hall went “d o o r-

to -door ” and spoke with
around 15 community mem-
bers who live near the scene.

Hadsel said she responds
“in the immediate aftermath
of trauma and crisis … so peo-
ple feel that community wrap-
around support.” In her con-
versations, Hadsel broke
down the “psychological
stress that may come as a
component of witnessing such
an event” and talked through
what the healing process
might look like.

“Although tragic, an inci-
dent like this really can act as
a community unifier,” she
said.

Wark said the Office of the

Chief Medical Examiner’s
identification process is ongo-
ing and that the cause of the
fire remains under investiga-
tion by the Northfield Fire De-
partment, Northfield Police
Department and State Police
assigned to the offices of the
State Fire Marshal and North-
western district attorney’s of-
fice.

This is the second fatal fire
within a week in Franklin
County. Last Tuesday, 66-year-
old Judy Verchot died af ter
her residence caught fire at 20
Bridge St. in Millers Falls.

Reach Julian Mendoza at
413-930-4231 or jmendoza@
re c o r d e r. c o m .
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Fire melted siding on building across the street

STAFF PHOTO/JULIAN MENDOZA
Little is left of the repair garage that caught fire at 90 East St. in Northfield on Sunday.

ties did not have a “full understanding” of
the motive or circumstances of the shoot-
ing.

“The entire university community is
grieving this morning,” a visibly strained
Ryan said.

The killings happened at a time when
the nation is on edge from a string of
mass shootings during the last six
months, including an attack that killed 19
students and two teachers at an elemen-
tary school in Uvalde, Texas; a shooting
at a Fourth of July parade in a Chicago
suburb that killed seven people and
wounded more than 30; and a shooting at
a supermarket in Buffalo, New York, that
killed 10 people and wounded three.

Lake, a third-year student from
Crozet, Virginia, ended up spending the
night with friends in a lab room, much of
the time in a storage closet.

Elizabeth Paul, a student from north-
ern Virginia, was working at a computer
in the library when she got a call from her
mom, who had received word about the
shooting.

Paul said she initially brushed off any
concern, thinking it was probably some-
thing minor. She realized she needed to
take it seriously when her computer lit up
with a warning about an active shooter.

“I think it said, ‘Run. Hide. Fight,’” she
said.

Paul said she stayed huddled with sev-
eral others in the library. She spent most
of the night on the phone with her mom.

“Not even talking to her the whole
time necessarily, but she wanted the line
to be on so that if I needed something she
was there,” she said.

Ryan identified the three slain stu-
dents as Devin Chandler, Lavel Davis Jr.
and D’Sean Perry.

Two students were wounded and hos-
pitalized, Ryan said.

Mike Hollins, a running back on the
football team, was in stable condition

Monday, his mother, Brenda Hollins, told
the Associated Press.

“Mike is a fighter — and he’s showing
it,” she said after flying to Virginia from
Louisiana. “We have great doctors who
have been working with him. And most
importantly, we have God’s grace and
God’s hands on him.”

The shooting touched off an intense
manhunt that included a building-by-
building search of the campus. The lock-
down order was lifted late Monday morn-
ing.

Jones was taken into custody without
incident in suburban Richmond, police
said.

The arrest warrants for Jones
charged him with three counts of second-
degree murder and three counts of using
a handgun in the commission of a felony,
Longo said.

It was not immediately clear whether
Jones had an attorney or when he would
make his first court appearance.

Jones had once been on the football
team, but he had not been part of the
team for at least a year, Longo said. The
UVA football website listed him as a team
member during the 2018 season and said
he did not play in any games.

Hours after Jones was arrested, first-
year head football coach Tony Elliott sat
alone outside the athletic building used
by the team, at times with his head in his
hands. He said the victims “were all good
kids.”

“These precious young men were
called away too soon. We are all fortunate
to have them be a part of our lives. They
touched us, inspired us and worked in-
credibly hard as representatives of our
program, university and community,” he
said in a statement.

Jones came to the attention of the uni-
versity ’s threat-assessment team this fall
after a person unaffiliated with the school
reported a remark Jones apparently made
about possessing a gun, Longo said.

No threat was reported in conjunction
with the concern about the weapon, but
officials looked into it, following up with
Jones’ roommate.

Longo also said Jones had been in-
volved in a “hazing investigation of some
sort.” He said he did not have all the facts
and circumstances of that case, though
he said the probe was closed after wit-
nesses failed to cooperate.

In addition, officials learned about a
previous incident outside Charlottesville
involving a weapons violation, Longo
said. That incident was not reported to
the university as it should have been, he
said.

Em Gunter, a second-year anthropol-
ogy student, heard three gunshots and
then three more while she was studying
genetics in her dorm room.

She knew right away there was an ac-
tive shooter outside and told others to go
in their rooms, shut their blinds and turn
off the lights. For the next 12 hours, she
stayed in her room with a friend, listening
to a police scanner and messaging her
family and friends who were stuck in
other areas of the campus.

Students know from active shooter
drills how to respond, she said.

“But how do we deal with it after-
wards?” she asked. “What’s it going to be
like in a week, in a month?”

Classes and other academic activities
were canceled for Tuesday. A university-
wide vigil was being planned for a later
date.

UVA ATHLETICS
This combo image provided by
University of Virginia Athletics shows
Devin Chandler, from left, Lavel Davis Jr.
and D’Sean Perry, all shot dead Sunday.
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Shooting suspect is former football player


