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By ZACK DeLUCA
Staff Writer

LEYDEN — A petition calling for
the resignation or termination of the
police chief has received 88 signa-
tures and sparked roughly two hours
of discussion during Monday’s Se-
lectboard meeting after emails for-
warded by the police chief to other
officers and town officials between
2015 and 2016 containing joke-chains
with racist content surfaced earlier
this month.

The emails sent by Police Chief
Dan Galvis were brought to light fol-
lowing a Sept. 7 meeting when Se-

lectboard members discussed the
chief ’s decision not to recommend
police Sgt. Tina Riddell for reap-
pointment. Riddell, who was not
reappointed, in turn questioned the
chief ’s own conduct and shared sev-
eral emails Galvis had forwarded
from what was considered his official
work email.

A potential hearing to discuss the
emails has been scheduled for Oct.
18. Selectboard members noted that
it is Galvis’ right to decide whether
the hearing will be held in public or
executive session.

At the advice of legal counsel,
Galvis was not in attendance Monday.

Pet it ion
While the pe-

tition collected
88 signatures,
resident Sara
Seinberg said
other residents
did not want to
sign their names
out of fear for re-
taliation from
the chief or his

wife, Gilda Galvis, who is also the
Leyden police captain.

“Unbiased application of the law
is the primary function of law en-
forcement and according to this re-
porting, this function has been irre-
vocably corrupted,” Seinberg said,
reading aloud the petition, which she
initiated.

The petition requests the board
document a process for police re-
view and oversight for present and
future town administrations. The Se-
lectboard, Seinberg said, “holds the
power vested in them by the commu-
nity, whom Chief Galvis has sworn to
protect and serve, to perform over-
sight of that duty,” and “it is the re-
sponsibility of the Leyden Select-
board to take action and assure the
unbiased, just and competent func-
tioning of the Police Department.”

Seinberg said “this is now an is-
sue of an entire culture of bias within
the force that has been disseminated
from the top.” Because these emails
were distributed to all reporting offi-
cers, the petition requests a plan for
the entire police force — including
Capt. Galvis, who was copied on

each of the emails in question — to
participate in civil rights and racial
bias training.

The petition also states that
Galvis appointed himself as Ley-
d e n’s civil rights officer, a position
Gov. Charlie Baker asked each po-
lice department in the state to insti-
tute in 2018. The petition requests
the Selectboard appoint a new offi-
cer to this post, and ensure that per-
son completes required training.

Seinberg also stated that current
Selectboard Chair Jeff Neipp was in-
cluded in the email recipients from
2015 and 2016, and she questioned
comments he and Selectboard Bill
Glabach made earlier this month
that they had not read the emails

Petition also calls for civil rights and bias training; 2015-16
emails forwarded to other police officers and town officials

Chief ’s ouster sought over racist emails
LE YDEN

G ALVIS

By JULIAN MENDOZA
Staff Writer

MONTAGUE — The Selectboard unani-
mously voted to reinstate a mandatory mask
mandate for all indoor spaces accessible by
the public at its Monday meeting.

The mandate, which goes into effect Oct.
4, was approved through a motion by newly

elected Selectboard member Matthew Lord
following recent Selectboard/Board of
Health joint meetings. Between now and
Oct. 4, the town aims to smooth out logistics
and prepare businesses.

The extent of the mandate is greater than
what had been recommended by the Board
of Health following its Sept. 22 meeting.
Heading into Monday’s Selectboard meet-
ing, the Board of Health opted to recom-
mend a mandate for municipal buildings, ar-
guing that a wider mandate was not yet nec-
essary based on the town’s number of
COVID-19 cases.

The Selectboard’s discussion began with

addressing the Board of Health’s recom-
mendation to mandate masks in municipal
buildings, which the board quickly approved.
After Selectboard Chair Richard Kuklewicz
and Vice Chair Christopher Boutwell sug-
gested handing off discussion of a broader
mandate to the Board of Health, Lord made
his motion to make the mask mandate apply
to all indoor spaces accessible by the public.

“I’ll make a motion to adopt a mask man-
date for Montague,” Lord said. “Mostly, I
want to put it on the floor and get some de-
bate. I’d like to hear how everybody re-

Proposed COVID mandate widened
after Selectboard discussion; goes

into effect Monday

Mask order covers town buildings, businesses
MON TAGUE

By MARY BYRNE
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — Baystate Franklin Medical
Center ’s new Department of Family Medicine is on
track to begin construction later this fall, an effort
now backed by a $75,000 donation from Greenfield
Cooperative Bank.

“Despite COVID, we’re so thrilled that with the
support of everybody in the community, everything
is continuing to move forward on our original time
frame,” said Dr. Robert Baldor, founding chair and
professor for the University of Massachusetts Medi-
cal School-Baystate Department of Family
Medicine. “We ’re so thrilled about this.”

Baystate Franklin announced last year it was
creating a family medicine center that will offer a
residency program by mid-2022 to doctors who want
to train in family medicine. Its 48 Sanderson St. fa-
cility currently has a family medical practice on the
first floor.

“Our board of directors was very excited to hear
about this innovative program that will improve
health care for all ages from infants into old age,”

$75K donation toward building Baystate
Fr anklin’s planned clinical and teaching

facility, set to begin this fall

Bank helps
keep family
med center

on track

GREENFIELD

STAFF FILE PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Baystate Franklin Medical Center’s new Family
Medicine Department will be located at its 48
Sanderson St. site in Greenfield.

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
State Sen. Jo Comerford D-Northampton, left, praises employees at the Western Massachusetts Food Processing Center at the
Franklin County Community Development Corp. in Greenfield on Tuesday.

By JULIAN MENDOZA
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — As
chopped onions and a wet floor
set the scene, state Sen. Jo Com-
erford presented the Franklin
County Community Develop-
ment Corp.’s Western Mas-
sachusetts Food Processing
Center with the Manufacturer of
the Year award on Tuesday
mor ning.

Nominated by Comerford
through the Legislature’s Manu-
facturing Caucus, the center re-
ceived the award for excellence
in manufacturing in the Hamp-

shire, Franklin and Worcester
Senate district that Comerford
represents.

“This is an unbelievable orga-
nization,” Comerford, D-
Northampton, said in her speech
at the 324 Wells St. facility. “Ex-
ceptional, unbelievable work.”

For Director of Operations
Liz Buxton and the center’s
staff, the Manufacturer of the
Year award is a testament to
day-in, day-out work that re-
mained consistent even through
the height of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Community Development Corp.’s Western Mass. Food Processing Center named Manufacturer of Year

‘An unbelievable organization’
GREENFIELD

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Workers process onions at the Western Massachusetts Food
Processing Center on Wells Street in Greenfield on Tuesday.
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sponds to that. If the board is
not ready there, I would cer-
tainly understand that.”

After Boutwell seconded
L ord’s motion, Lord opted to
explain his reasoning.

“One of the motivating fac-
tors is that we have neighbor-
ing communities that we’re
tied very closely to, particu-
larly Gill and Greenfield, that
have mask mandates in place
and have high case count
numbers,” Lord said. “If they,
our neighboring communities,
have imposed a mask man-
date and have decreased this
rate of spread, I would like to
show some solidarity with the
folks there in terms of Mon-
tague being invested and help-
ing protect the health not just
of the people here, but …
we’re willing to work with the
neighboring communities.”

Public Health Director
Daniel Wasiuk referred to the
narrower mandate, specifi-

cally for municipal buildings,
as “a good starting point.”

“Board (of Health) mem-
bers did take into account a
lot of factors to make their de-
cision … but I do not believe
they felt that the level of ac-
tive cases were enough to jus-
tify a decision to do a mask
mandate for indoor settings
here in town,” Wasiuk said.

The Montague Health De-
partment’s weekly update
provided Monday showed 15
COVID-19 cases recorded be-
tween Sept. 19 and Sept. 25, a
seven-case uptick from the
eight cases recorded between
Sept. 12 and Sept. 18. Out of
these newest cases, three
people were fully vaccinated,
two were partially vaccinated
and 10 were unvaccinated.
Three people were between
the ages of 18 and 35, two be-
tween ages 36 and 49, one be-
tween ages 50 and 64, two be-
tween ages 65 and 80, two
ages 81 and over, and five ju-
veniles.

As of Sept. 23, 63% of
Franklin County residents
are fully vaccinated and 71%
have received at least one
dose, according to the latest
data from the state Depart-
ment of Public Health.

When it came time to vote,
the Selectboard unanimously
voted to implement the man-
date for all indoor spaces ac-
cessible by the public. Other
Franklin County towns that
have issued the same man-
date include Greenfield, Con-
way, Buckland, Leyden,
Charlemont, Gill, Rowe, Shel-
burne and Sunderland.

“I think that, given the in-
formation, it is a prudent
thing for this board to do,”
Kuklewicz said, “so I’m going
to vote in favor of issuing a
townwide mask mandate not
just to protect myself, but to
protect others around me.”

Reach Julian Mendoza at
413-772-0261, ext. 261 or jmen-
d o z a @ re c o r d e r. c o m .
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Montague reimposes mask order

Greenfield Cooperative Bank
President Anthony Worden
said in a Baystate press re-
lease. “(Greenfield Coopera-
tive Bank) believes in the im-
portance of readily accessible
primary care for everyone in
Franklin County and the
North Quabbin region. We are
very proud to support
Baystate Franklin Medical
Center ’s new program, which
will not only meet the basic
health care needs of our com-
munities, but also train new
primary care physicians. We
see this project as having a
real impact on the health of
our entire community.”

The $75,000 donation is
among $230,000 that has been
donated in support of the hos-
pital’s $4.2 million investment
in creating a state-of-the-art
clinical and teaching facility at
48 Sanderson St.

Additionally, two education
grants from the federal gov-
ernment will support medical
education at 48 Sanderson St.
One of the grants is a $750,000
Health Resources & Services
Administration grant that will
assist with the family
medicine residency develop-
ment, while the other, an Area
Health Education Center
grant for $100,000, is to sup-
port medical student experi-
ences.

Renovations on the second
floor, which are slated to begin
just after Thanksgiving, will
create a new teaching space,
as well as offices for the resi-
dents and faculty, Baldor said.
Those renovations are ex-
pected to be complete by the
spring, in time for the first
round of interns to arrive.

Renovations on the first
floor, where the family medi-
cal practice is currently lo-

cated, are
slated to be-
gin a year
from now and
will be com-
pleted in fall
2023.

Baldor
previously
said four resi-

dencies a year will be offered
to start, so over the first three
years it will grow to 12 partici-
pants enrolled.

“In just about a month,
we’ll be starting our virtual in-
terviewing process for those
students, and we’ll be doing
that through December,” he
said.

Physicians starting their
careers — either medical doc-
tors or doctors of osteopathic
medicine — will be admitted
into the program. Candidates
will have completed four
years of medical school and
be ready to do a residency,
which is required to be li-
censed.

Baldor said Greenfield Co-
operative Bank’s donation
points to the community’s
support for the program, as
well as its understanding of
the need.

“Everybody needs a pri-
mary doctor, a primary care
p r o v i d e r, ” he said. “This is
wonderful support for moving
the program forward.”

Baldor said that while
there is a primary care
provider shortage throughout
the United States, it’s particu-
larly an issue in Franklin
C o u n t y.

“If you look at Mas-
sachusetts itself, Franklin
County stands out as being an
underserved area,” he said.
“Most primary care doctors
have retired or are retiring,
and it’s really hard to recruit
new primary care positions to

rural areas, like Greenfield.”
This training program, he

said, will not only draw in new
faculty, but it will also likely
result in young doctors re-
maining in the area after their
three-year residency.

“If you look at other areas
in the country where pro-
grams like this have been put
in place in smaller communi-
ties … it just attracts a lot
more learners to the area and
they tend to stay,” Baldor said.
“They ’ll stay in the greater
Franklin County area.”

He added that the program
is “a commitment to support-
ing Baystate Franklin Medical
Center as a full-service hospi-
tal.”

According to a Baystate
press release, the Baystate
Health Foundation hopes to
raise at least $750,000 from
community partners over the
next year.

Baldor noted that medical
staff at Baystate Franklin
have contributed $25,000 to-
ward the family medicine cen-
ter — a testament to how ex-
cited staff are about the train-
ing program, he said.

Ron Bryant, president of
Baystate Franklin, said in the
press release that the new
Department of Family
Medicine will be key to the
hospital’s future.

“On behalf of our entire
team and the patients we
serve throughout our region,”
he said, “we thank Greenfield
Cooperative Bank for helping
us create a program that not
only will help provide much-
needed health care services,
but will be a real pride point
for our entire community.”

Mary Byrne can be reached
at mbyrne@recorder.com or
413-930-4429. Twitter: @
Mar yEByr ne.
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Family medical center on track “I’m so honored,” Buxton
said. “Through COVID, we’ve
been here every day to keep
the local food system alive
and healthy.”

Buxton said the Food Pro-
cessing Center has worked
with more than 400 compa-
nies and has serviced 18 local
farms this year. Annually, she
said, the facility processes
150,000 pounds of locally
sourced vegetables for freez-
ing, makes sauces and pre-
pares other food products.

“We have a mission to help
these farms and local busi-
nesses,” Buxton explained.
“One of our overall goals is to
help people understand and
shop local.”

“We think this is an exam-

ple of manufacturing at its
very best,” Comerford said.
“It’s completely dedicated to
the local economy.”

With the Food Processing
Center marking its 20th an-
niversary this year, the facil-
ity ’s tradition of helping
farms and local businesses is
a long-standing one.

“For 20 years, we’ve had
this food specialization, which
is so important for our re-
gion,” said Community Devel-
opment Corp. Executive Di-
rector John Waite.

In addition to its commit-
ment to efficiently manufac-
turing healthy products, the
Food Processing Center
serves the community by par-
ticipating in Hampshire
County ’s “re-entry ” program
and Franklin County’s “early

release” program, services
that provide incarcerated
people with job experience.

Although the idea of an en-
vironment like the Food Pro-
cessing Center might not ex-
cite everyone, Buxton said
the facility deserves appreci-
ation.

“It’s a hidden gem that we
want people in our commu-
nity to see,” Buxton said.

On Oct. 23, the Food Pro-
cessing Center is holding an
open house from 1 to 3 p.m.
Vendors, all clients of the
Franklin County Community
Development Corp., will be in
attendance outside the Wells
Street facility.

Reach Julian Mendoza at
413-772-0261, ext. 261 or jmen-
d o z a @ re c o r d e r. c o m .
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when they were sent, nor af-
ter they were presented on
Sept. 7. Neipp said Monday
that he did not recall having
received the emails when they
were originally sent, and they
were not brought to his atten-
tion before this month.

“I am left to assume that
you either did read them and
did nothing, or you truly didn’t
read them and are ignoring
emails from the official ac-
count of our chief of police
even as you are tasked with
oversight of his perfor-
mance,” Seinberg said. “In ad-
dition, on Sept. 7 when the
emails were presented here,
Selectman Glabach said,
‘These are a character assas-
sination.’ I submit today that
these documents do not as-
sassinate character, they re-
veal it.”

The petition concludes,
“Chief Galvis cannot be al-
lowed to continue in this posi-
tion and to misuse his power
with impunity,” and “there
must be oversight by this body
and the road to restoring the
idea of community policing
here in Leyden must begin.”

“I know as a Jew and as a

queer woman, that these
kinds of representations in
the hands of power hurt us
all,” Seinberg said. “These are
not jokes. These are our
neighbors. These are people
that police are pledging to
serve, and to protect. That
should be a sacred and seri-
ous undertaking for every offi-
cer and a pledge to every Ley-
den resident.”

Resident s’ comment s
Resident Barbara Wallace,

a former Selectboard mem-
ber, said she was upset by the
content of the emails, but she
was having a hard time
putting Galvis “up on a fire
pyre.” She said the emails do
not represent Galvis’ entire
c h a r a c t e r.

Wallace and Neipp both
said there were private and
personal issues that Galvis
helped town residents with,
which were not discussed in
public and they only knew of
from their time on the Select-
board.

Others in attendance
agreed that the emails may
not represent Galvis’ whole
person, but said his decision
to disseminate the “racist and
offensive contents” to other

officers and town officials
should be “disqualif ying” for a
position of power.

“We don’t need to throw
our neighbors on the fire,”
Seinberg said. “What we need
is a new police chief.”

“I agree it doesn’t make
Dan all bad, but this, I believe,
is disqualifying,” said Finance
Committee Chair Ginger
Robinson.

Resident Jack Golden said
he signed the petition because
he wanted the Selectboard to
take its oversight duties of the
Police Department seriously.
He said he was troubled that
the matter was not brought to
light when the emails were
sent in 2016. Golden said “this
is a chance to be proactive,
and make something good for
all of us out of this,” and sug-
gested townwide anti-bias
training for police officers and
town employees.

Glabach said he was upset
by the content of the emails,
but he and Neipp both said
Galvis deserves the chance to
discuss the matter during the
Oct. 18 hearing. Regardless of
potential disciplinary action
or resignation, Glabach said
the town will likely have a
hard time finding someone to

fill the “24/7” police presence
Galvis has provided for a
$7,000 annual stipend.

Selectboard member Erica
Jensen, who identifies as a
queer woman and who was
elected to the Selectboard in
June, said she is “not at all in
favor of cancel culture” but
“cannot abide” the emails,
whether they were sent in
“2005, 2015 or today.” She ar-
gued there needs to be ac-

c o u n t a b i l i t y.
“Racist emails, misogynis-

tic emails, xenophobic emails
are not acceptable to me —
not now, not ever,” she said. “I
do have zero tolerance. How-
ever, I work with two other Se-
lectboard members and I
want to hear Dan talk. I want
to hear him explain what he’s
done over the last 30 years.
He has supporters, he has de-
tractors — I get that.”

Jensen said she was not
willing to fire Galvis on Mon-
day without the chance for
discussion, and that it is im-
portant the town has the
chance to ask Galvis “direct,
open and honest questions,”
and let him respond at the
Oct. 18 hearing.

Zack DeLuca can be reached
at zdeluca@recorder.com or
413-930-4579.

Food processing center honored
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Chief getting hearing Oct. 18

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
State Sen. Jo Comerford presents John Waite, director of the Franklin County Community
Development Corp., and Liz Buxton, director of operations at the CDC’s Western
Massachusetts Food Processing Center, with the Manufacturer of the Year award .

JENNIFER DAVIS VIA AP
Massachusetts State Police troopers, left, stand near a pink sailboat with the words
“climate emergency” on the hull Tuesday on a street outside Gov. Charlie Baker’s house in
Swampscott. A half-dozen environmental activists, who chained themselves to the boat, as
well as another person who was on top of the boat, were arrested.

By MARY BYRNE
Staff Writer

SWAMPSCOTT — Nora
Maynard, 38, of Turners Falls
was among eight environmen-
tal activists arrested Tuesday
morning after chaining them-
selves to a large boat they
parked on a trailer outside
Gov. Charlie Baker’s resi-
dence.

State Police also arrested
Gregory Mangan, 69, of
Somerville; Gerard Frank, 67,
of Dudley; James Comiskey,
31, of Somerville; Jennifer
Smith, 47, of Watertown; Dylan
Sessler, 27, of Hampstead,
N.H.; Allen McGonagill, 32,of
Somerville; and Alexander
Chambers, 23, of Boylston.

Police responded to the

governor ’s residence at
around 7 a.m. on Tuesday and
asked the protesters to un-
chain themselves and dis-
perse, according to a state-
ment from Massachusetts
State Police.

“When they refused and
continued obstructing traffic,
troopers specially trained in
civil disturbance response cut
the devices holding the
protesters to the boat and took
them into custody,” the state-
ment reads.

The demonstrators were
from a group called Extinction
Rebellion Boston, according to
the Associated Press. A post
on the group’s Facebook page
Tuesday morning states the
goal was to put Baker under
house arrest “for his repeated

crimes against environmental
justice communities and cli-
mate inaction.”

The protesters were ar-
raigned in Lynn District Court
on Tuesday afternoon on
charges of disorderly conduct
and trespassing. They were
released without bail on per-
sonal recognizance and or-
dered to stay more than 100
yards away from the gover-
nor ’s residence; not to have di-
rect contact with the gover-
nor; and not to block the drive-
way or road on Monument Av-
enue in Swampscott, accord-
ing to Carrie Kimball, commu-
nication director at the Essex
District Attorney’s Office.

They are next expected to
appear in court for a pretrial
hearing on Nov. 4.

Turners Falls woman among
climate demonstrators arrested

outside governor’s home

SWAMPSCOT T


